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Outhrie, Oklahoma, iSgj. 

To County Superintendents, Secretaries of Boarda of Education, and 

Clerks of School Districts. 
Greeting; 

In conformity with Section 2 of the Law passed by the last session 
of the Territorial Leg-islative Assembly providing- for the uniformity 
of text books in the Territory of Oklahoma, I hereby send you the fol- 
lowing- for your instruction and government. 
For the text book law in full referfnce is made to Article XX. of this 

pamphlet 

In compliance irith Section 1 of the above mentioned act, I have 
ascertained the text books in most g-eneral use in the Territory. Infor- 
mation received from the several counties indicates that at least ninety- 
nine per cent of the text books now in use in Oklahoma are included in 
thelist given below. Reports concerning something more than fifteen 
hundred of the eighteen hundred (approximately) school districts of the 
Territory are now on file in this office. Two districts report none of 
the books herein named in use, about twenty are using- them partially, 
while about fifteen hundred districts are using- them to the exclusion 
of all other books. If the same proportion for the three hundred dis- 
tricts of which no information is yet at hand is maintained, the text- 
books named below will be found to be in general and almost exclusive 
use in all but about twenty-five or thirty of the school districts: of the 
Territory, In pursuance of this information and the law I have en- 
tered into a contract in the name of the Territon' of Oklahoma for the 
said books, as provided for in Section 1 of said act, and in conformity 
with Section 2 of said act I send this report. 

The following is the list of books now in most general use and for 
which a contract has been made with the AMERICAN BOOK COM- 
PANY, NEW YORK, Cincinnati and Chicago, the publishers of the 
same, together with the prices to be paid for the same at the office of 



the 






■ Chic 



igo. 



^l^^H 
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LIST OF BOOKS CONTRACTED FOR AND PRICES. 




Net Contract List Exchange | 


price. pi 


ice. price. | 


McGuffey's Revised Eclectic Speller, S .14 $ 


17 $ 


10 


First Reader, .14 


17 


10 


'• " Second Reader, .24 


30 


18 


Third Reader, .34 


42 


25 


Fourth Reader, .40 


50 


30 . - 


Fifth Reader, .58 


72 


43 


Ray's New Primary Arithmetic, .12 


15 


09 


" Intellectual " .30 


25 


15 


" '■ Elementary " .28 


35 


21 -^ 


" '■ Practical " .40 


50 


30 ^m 


" Higher " .68 


85 


'' ai 


" Elementary Algfebra, .64 


80 


48 ^m 


* Milne's High School Algebra, .80 1 


00 


60 *^ 


Ray's Plane and Solid Geometry, .56 


70 


42 


White's Elements of Geometry. 1.00 1 


2S 


75 


Long's New Language Exercises, Part I, .16 


30 


12 


Partn, .30 


25 


15 


Harvey's Revised Elementary Grammar, -34 


42 


25 


English ■* .52 


6,S 


39 


Barnes' Elementary Geography, .44 


55 


33 


'■ Complete " 1.00 1 


25 


75 


Eclectic Physical " .80 1 


00 


60 


Barnes' Primary U. S. History, .48 


60 


36 


" Brief U. S. History, .80 1 


00 


60 


'■ Brief General History, 1.28 1 


60 


96 


Child's Health Primer, .24 


30 


18 


Young People's Physiology, .40 


50 


30 


Steele's Hygienic Physiology, .80 1 


00 


60 


Spencerian Copy Books, per dozen, .77 


96 




Townsend's S. C. Civil Government, .58 


72 


43 


Bryant & Stratton's C. S. Book-keeping, .&4 


80 


48 ^m 


Steel's Popular Physics, .80 1 


00 


60 ^^H 


Gray's Revised Lessons in Botany, .75 


94 


56 ^^M 


Steele's Chemistry, .80 1 


00 


60 ^^H 


Astronomy, .80 1 


00 


60 ^^H 


Holder's Zoology, .96 1 


20 


72' ^^M 


Dana's Geological Story Briefly Told, .93 1 


15 


69 ^^H 


QuackenbOB' Rhetoric, .84 1 


OS 


63 ^^M 


Harkness' Easy Latin Method, .96 1 


30 


72 ^^M 


Latin Grammar, .90 1 


13 


^^H 


Caesar, .96 1 


20 


72 ^^1 


Natural Music Primer, .24 


30 


18 1 


Natural Music Reader No. 1. .24 


30 

■ 


18 '. 



LIST OF BOOKS— CoNTiNu: 



Nalu 


ml MiL» 


ic Reader No. 2. 

- No. 3, 
•■ No. 4. 
■' No. 5. 


Webster's Primary Dictionary 


■Web 


ter's C 


S. Dictionary. 




H 


S. Dictionary. 




Acadetiiic Dictionary 



Net Contract Lis 



I. 



(Net 



EXPLANATION. 

ces.l These are th. 



prio. 



■within naiiied books will be sold in wholesale quantities directly to any , 
achool hoard for cash or to any other party or parties for cash or on 
approved credit: all orders to be filled from the Chicago office of the 
American Book Company, transportation charges to be paid by the 
-purchaser. 

II. (List Prices.) These are the prices at which aing^le copies 
will be sent by mail, post-paid, or in quantities by express or treig'ht, 
transportation prepaid, to anj' address upon receipt of the said prices, 
or at which the said books may be purchased from the retail dealers of 
-the Territory. 

m. lExchang^e Prices. I These are the prices at which the 
American Book Company agree to furnish their books upon applica- 
tion to them at their office in Chicago at any time prior to January 1, 
1898, whenever old books of other series and of like grade and subject 
in actual class use are surrendered by the pupil at the time the corres- 
^nding new book is purchased. For particulars apply to the Ameri- 
can Book Company. Chicago. Illinois. 



GENERAL SUGGESTIONS AND. INSTRUCTIONS. 

By Section III of the above mentioned Act it will be clear that the 
intent of the law is to secure uniformity of text boo>s for use in the 
schools of Oklahoma Territory to the end that(as expressed by the law) 
I "the loss incident to a diversity of text books"inight be avoided. In or- 
der to carry out the intent of the law certain requirements are made of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, who by these requirements is 
made an executive officer to put the other provisions of the law in force. 

The duties imposed upon this office are: 

1,' To ascertain within sixty (60| days what text-ljtooks in the va- 
rious branches taught in the public schools are in most general use in 



2. To 
five (S) yeai 



After 



the 



I'cted for. 



giving the prJ 

In fiillilling tbe reqi 
books in most {general u 
contracted for the same 

and if made uniform in 

continued improvement 

It depends upon 



with the publishers of said books for a. period i 
ipply of said books on terms and conditions na.tned 



ing for said books to make a full stateni 
Qcluding a complete list of the books 
of each as agreed upon, etc. 

of this law, 1 have ascertained the 
in the schools of the territory, and have 
shown above. The books now in most gen- 
first class text-books, known to our teachers, 
;hools of the Territory we may expect 



1 their 



:o see that the provisions of this Law are fully 
complied with and that the list of text-books and prices now contracted 
for be strictly adhered to. It is also recominended that the course of 
study prepared by the Territorial Board of Education be closely fol- 
lowed. In order to carry out the intent of the law you should secure 
conformity to this list of books as soon as possible, and for this pur- 
pose I have secured from the publishers favorable terms of exchange 
for old books of other series of like kind and grade to extend to Jan- 
uary 1, 1898. You are therefore urged to take prom.pt action to carry 
out the provisions of this act so that its benefits may fully accrue to 
the schools of the Territory. I desire to call your attention to the fact 
that the American Book Company agrees that the books herein named 
shall be sold by retailers within the Territory on the terms and at the 
prices named. All citizens having knowledge that a greater price than 
the "liist" price herein specified is being charged are respectfully re- 
quested to report the name and address of the dealer making such 
overcharge with full particulars to the Territorial Superintendent. 

In conclusion permit me to saj- that a hearty co-operation in carry- 
ing out the provisions of this law and the contract made pursuant 
thereto will insure to our schools all its intended good purpose. 

If uniformity is to be secured and text-books furnished our people 



a reasonable ci 



ly to s< 









;t diligently and prompt- 



Yours very truly, 

A. O. Nichols, 
il Superintendent of Public Instructio 
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LAWS RELATING TO COMMON SCHOOLS. 

Article I, Territorial Superintendent. 

II. Territorial Board of Education. 
ni. County Superintendent. 

IV. District officers. 

V. School districts. 
VL School Districts in two or more counties. 

VII. District schools. 

VIII. Union graded schools. 

IX. Cities of the first class. 

X. Separate schools. 

XI. Separate schools, 1897. (Declared invalid.) 

XII. Teachers and certificates. 

XIII. Normal Institutes. 

XIV. School district bonds. 
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XVn. Apportionment of district debts. 

XVIII. Payment for school buildings, furniture, < 

XIX. Insurance of school property. 

XX. School text books. 

XXI. Miscellaneous. 
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ARTICLE I.— TERRITORIAL SUPERINTENDENT. 



Shction. 

1. Appointment. 

2. Vacancy. 

3. Official qualilicatio 

4. General duties. 

5. Apportionment. 

6. Official opinions. 



Section, 

7. School laws. 

8. Visitation. 

9. Office. 

10. Biennial reports. 

11. Salary. 



(5877) S 1- Within ten days after the passag-e and approval of this 
act, the g-overnor shall appoint, bv and with the advice and consent of 
the Territorial Council, a Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, who shall hold his office tor the term of two years and until his 
■nccessoris appointed and qualified. 

(5878) S 2. When a vacancy shall occur in the office ofthe Territor- 
ial Superintendent of Public Instruction, by death, resig-nation or 
otherwise, the Governor shall appoint, as soon as practicable, some 
person to fill the vacancy, and the person receiving such appointment 
shall qualify as required by law before entering' upon the discharge of 
the duties of the office and shall hold his office until his successor is- 
appointed and qualified. 

(5879) g 3. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall, before 
he enters upon the duties of ofHce, take and subscritw to the proper oath 
of office, and shall execute to the Territory of Oklahoma a bond in the 
sum of ten thousand dollars, with two or more sufficient sureties, to be 
approved by the executive council, or in case there is no executive coun- 
cil, then by the governor, conditioned that he shall faithfully perform 
the duties of said office, which oath and bond shall be filed in the office 
of the Secretary of the Territory. [Amended to read as follows : The- 
Superintendent of Public instruction shall, before he enters upon the- 
duties of -his office, take and subscribe to the proper oath of office, and 
shall execute to the Territory Of Oklahoma two bonds in the sum of five 
thousand dollars each, with two or more sufficient sureties to be ap- 
proved by the Governor and Secretary of the Territory. One of such 
bonds as exofficio Territorial Auditor, and the other as Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, conditioned that he shall faithfully perform the 
duties of said offices. Each oath and Iwnds shall be filed in the office of 
the Secretary of the Territory. 

(58801 g *. The educattonal interests of the Territory shall be un- 
der the supervision and management of the Territorial Superintendent 
of Public Instruction subject to such limitations and restrictions as or 
may be prescribed by law; and he shall have and exercise the powers, 
and perform the duties pertaining- to such office. ^^^ 



r (SBSI) % S. Such Territorial Superintendent shall apportion thej in- * 
, comeof the Territorial school fundaod the annual taxes collected by the 
"Territory for the support of public schools to those counties of the Ter- 
■ ritory from which proper reports have been received by said Territorial 
'Superintendent. Such apportionment shall be made as 
-follows ; All such monies remaining in the Territorial treasury on the 
fifteenth day of January shall be apportioned between the fifteenth and 
last day of such month, and that remaining: on the fifteenth of July 
'Shall be apportioned between the fifteenth and last day of such month. 
The apportionment to each county shall be made in proportion to the 
number of children over the age of six years and under the age of twen- 
ty-one years resident therein, as shown by the last annual report of the 
County Superintendent to the Territorial Superintendent. Such Su- 
-perintendent. In distributing' all funds mentioned in this section shall 
.draw his order on the Territorial Secretary or other officer having cus- 
-tody of such fund, in favor of the county treasurers of the counties re- 
Bpectively entitled to school moneys for the amount of such moneys 
apportioned to his county, and certify the amount of such order to the 
"Territorial Secretary, and also to the county clerk and supprintendent 
of the proper county; Provided, that the federal appropriation made 
«haU be apportioned under the direction of the governor, after the pas- 
sage of this act, to the several counties in proportion to the number of 
■children of school age shown by the national census. 

(58821 S >}■ Such Superintendent shall, at the request of any county 
or city Superintendent, give his opinion upon, a written statement of 
facts on all questions and controversies arising out of the interpretation 
and construction of the school laws in regard to the rights, powers and 
duties of township and city boards, school officers and County Superin- 
-tendents, and shall keep a record of all such opinions. Before giving 
any opinion which involves the construction of the school law, the Su- 
■perintendent shall submit the statement of facts to the attorney gen- 
■eral forthwith, for his opinion thereon, to esainine such statement and 
suggest the proper opinion to be made upon such facts. 

(5883) g 7. Such Superintendent not more than once in two years 
may publish the school laws inforce.withsuch forma, regulations, 
instructions and decisions as he may judge expedient thereto annexed 
and shall cause the same to be forwarded to the persons entitled to re- 
ceive them. He shall prescribe and cause to be prepared all forms and 
1>lanks necessary in the details of the public school svstem, so as to se- 
cure its uniform operation throughout the territory, and shall cause the 
isame to be forwarded to the several county and city Superintendents, 
to be by them distributed to the several persons or officers entitled to 
receive the same; Provided, That as soon after the passage of this act 
as practicable, the secretary of the Territory shall publish and distrib- 
ute the school laws as provided in this act. 



—11— 

I58S4) li 8. It shall be the duty of auch Superintendents 
county in the territory at least once in each year, and as much oftcncr 
as may be conaiBtent with the discharg-e of his duties, for the purpose 
of advancing' and promoting: the causeof education throug-hout the Ter- 
ritory, and to open such correepondenee as may enable him to obtain 
iforination relating to the system of schools in other 



(5885)^9. Such Superintendent shall have an oHice at the seal of 
government, where he shall keep all books and papers pertaining to the 
duties of his office, and all books, school and other, and all apparatus, 
maps and charts belonging to the ofRce of the Territorial Superinten- 
dent and such as may hereafter be received for such ofRce by purchase, 
eschang-e or otherwise, shall be kept and preserved in such office, and 
delivered by the Superintendent to his successor. He shall file and care- 
fully preserve in his office, the official reports made to him by the Coun- 
ty Superintendents of the several counties, trustees ordirectorsof acad- 
emies, graded schools or colleges. 

(5886) § 10. The Superintendent shal!, on the first day of Decem- 
r preceding- each regular session of the legislature, make jut and de- 
pliver to the Governor a report containing : 

rst. A statement of the number of public schools in the Territory, 
the number of pupils attending the same, their sen, and the branches- 
taught; a statement of the number of private schools in the Territory, 
so far as can be ascertained, and the number of pupils attending the 
same, their sen, and the branches taught; a statement of the normal 
schools in the Territory and the number of students attending them: 
the number of academies'and collei^-es in the Territory, the number of" 
students and their sex attending them; and such other matter^ of inter- 
eat as he may deem expedient, drawn from the reports of the County 
Superintendetita in the several counties in the Territory, and from other 
reports received on the subject of education from the trustee.s or other 
school boards within the Territory. 

Second. A statement of the condition of the public school funds- 
of the erritory, Tincluding monies, school lands or other property held 
fn trust by the Territory for the support of the public schools, and giv- 
ing a full statement of the school land account of each county. 

Third. A statement of the receipts and expenditures of the year. 
Fourth. A statement of plans for the management and improve- 
ments of public schools, and such other information relating to the edu- 
cational interests of the Territory as he may deem important. 

(5887) S 11- The Territorial Superintendent shall receive a aalarj- 
of twelve hundred dollars per annum, the same to be audited and paid 
by the Territory assalaries and contingent enpenses of other Territorial, 
officers are paid. 



ARTICLE II.— TERRITORIAL BOARD OP EDUCATION. 

SbcTion I. Territorial Board; term of office; power of board. 
(5876) S 1- The Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
tithe Principal or President of the Territorial Normal school at Edniond 
ind the President of the University of Oklahoma, Superintendent of 
f<dty achoola and one County Superintendent to be appointed by the 
Governor, shall constitute the Territorial board of education. The 
members thus appointed shall hold for a term of two years. This 
board shall have power to gfrant Territorial certificates and diplomas 
to teachers, certificates to conductors and instructors of normal insti- 
^■^Utes. shall prepare questions for county and city examinations. The 
^■S^erritorial board shall estimate the amount required to carry into ef- 
H^M:t the provisions of this article and it shall be the duty of the Terri- 
torlal board of equalization to levy a tax for the same. The Territo- 
rial board of education shall be empowered to prepare such blanks as 
may be necessary to carry the provisions of this article intoeffect, and 
«hal1 constitute an advisory board on all matters pertaining- to the 
educational interests of the Territory. The members of the Territo- 
rial board of education shall receive no compensation for services, but 
shall be allowed all necessary expenses incurred by the discharg-e of 
their duties as members of said board. 



_ ineir auiies as memo 



ARTICLE III.— DUTIES OF COITNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

■ i)( Supprliitemient. 



School dlBtrlot 
Siitierin- 



Section. 

10, SbalL require clerhs lo ma 

11, PurpliBHB records and cost o 

12, Foriuldg anil clianglng f 



..-.in o( ecbool <1istrlclg 
ana oi nrsi nieetlng- 
14. Emnloy ft deputy— deliver reeorda 10 

IB. NPJcleot or refusal Ui pcrrorm riulles— 
lorfellure ototllce. 



tendent? 
I. rkimpenMtlon. 
B. VscanCieB— how filled, 
9. Vacancy In office of Coiiiily 

lenaenl. ■ 

(5749) (; 1. There is hereby created the office of County Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction for each county in Oklahoma Territory, 
which office shall be filled au hereinafter provided by election and ap- 
pointment, and, when elected shall be elected at the name time and ia 
the same manner as other county officers, and his term of office 
shall be for a period of two years, or until his successor is elected 
and qualified. 

(5750) S 2. The County Superintendent of Public Instruction, shall, 
before he enters upon the duties of his office, take and subscribe an 
oath or affirmation to support the constitntiori of the United States and 
the organic act of the Territory of Oklahoma, to faithfully discharg-e 
the duties of such office, and esecute to the Territory of Oklahoma a 
bond in the sum of one thousand dollars, conditioned to the faithful 
.performance of his duties: which bond, after having been approved by 
the board of county commissioners, tog-ether with his official oath, 
ahall be filed in the office of the county clerk. 

(5751) S 3. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendent of 
Public Instruction to visit each school in his county at least once each 
term of six months, correcting- any deficiency that may esist in the 
government of the school, the classification of the pupils, or the 
method of instruction in the several branches taug-ht, to make such 
sngg-estions in private to the teachers as he shall deem proper and 
necessary to the welfare of the school, to note the character and con- 
dition of the school house, furniture, apparatus and grounds, and make 
a report in writing to the district board, making such suggestions as in 
hii opinion shall improve the same; toexaminethe accounts and record 
books of the district officers, and see that they are kept as required by 
law; to encourage the formation of associations of teachers and educa- 
tor* for mutual improvement, and as far as possible to attend the meet- 
ings of such associations, and participate in the exercises of the same, 
to attend the Normal held in his county, using his influence to secure 
the attendance of teachers; to make daily personal inspection of 
the work of the Institute in session, and to keep a record of the same in 
lis office, to do such work in connection with the exercises of the insti- 



tute as he may deem neceiuiary: i 



I hold a public meeting' in eachai 



district of his county, at least once every year, for the purpose of dis- 
cussing' school questions and elevating the standard of education; to 
keep his oSice open at the county seat Saturday of each vreeh and in. 
counties in which the County Superintendent receiveit a salary of more 
than six hundred dollars per annum, he bhall keep his office open when 
not necessarily absent attending to his official duties. He shall keep a 
complete record of his official acts; a record of the name, ag'e and post- 
office address of each candidate for a teacher's Certificate, with the 
number of weeks said candidate has attended a normal school or insti- 
tute, the number of weeks he has taug'ht, his standing in each study 
and the date of issue and expiration of each certificate granted. He 
shall keep a register of the teachers employed in his county, giving ■ 
name of teacher, number of district in which he is employed, dates of 
opening and closing term, salary per month, grade of certificate and 
date of Superintendent's visit. He shall keep a record of the semi- 
annual apportionments of the Territorial and county school funds, and 
such other statistical records as shall be required in making reports to 
the Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction. He shall make 
out and transmit to the Territorial Superintendent, on the last Monday 
in March, June, September and December of each year, a report show- 
ing the number of school visits made, with the average length of time 
spent in each visit, the number of consultations held with school of- 
ficers, the number of days his office has been kept open, the number of 
district treasurers' and clerks' record books examined, the number of 
teachers' meetings attended, the number public lectures delivered and 
such other information as the Territorial Superintendent may require 
regarding the duties of such County Superintendent; and until such re- 
ports shall have been forwarded to the Territorial Superintendent, and 
a copy thereof filed with the county clerk for publication, and that fact, 
certified by the said County Superintendent to the board of county 
commissioners, the warrant for his salary shall not be drawn. The 
County Superintendent shall obtain from thejcountyclerk. at least 
n days before the time for holding the annual school meeting each 






I certified si 



of the total assessed valuation of the 



prop- 



■ty of each school district in his, county, and immediately certify the 
same to the several school district clerks of his county, for the informa- 
tion of the annual school meeting; and it is hereby made the duty of 
said county clerks to make out said certified statements and deliver 
the same to the County Superintendent. 

(5753) S ■!. Within five days after receiving the certificate of the 
Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction informing hiin of the 
amount of territorial school fund which has been apportioned 
county, the County Superintendent shall apportion the same, togetb^. 
with the unapportioned county school fund in the county treasHrf, 



retb^.' m 

M 



among' the school districts and parts of districts in such coua 
in the ratio of the number of persons of school age residing- in eai 
district or part of district, as shown by the last annual reports of t! 
several clerks of such districts and parts of districts: Provided, that n 
district in which a common school has not been taug-ht for at leaslg 
three months the last preceding school year shall be entitled to r 
«ny portion of said funds, and he shall draw his order on the c 
treasurer in favor of each of the several school district treasurers for 
the amount apportioned to such district: PKOViOKn, however, that 
counties in which districts have not been organized, and schools taught 
said districts shall be entitled to receive the school fund due said dia-<^ 
tricts under the apportionment. , 

{5753) S 5. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendent ofV 
Public Instruction on or before the Fourth day of Jn!y of each year. V 
furnish the clerk of the county a description of the boundary of eactifl 
aind every school district and part of district in such county. 

(5754) S 6. He shal!, on or before the fifteenth day of October n 
each year, make out and transmit in writing to the Territorial Super-V 
intendent of Public Instruction a report, bearing date October first,, f 
containing; a statement of the number of the school districts or part* J 
of districts in the county, and the number of children and their si 
resident in each, over the age of six and under the age of twenty-o 
jears; a statement of the number of district schools in the county, the 1 
length of time the school has been taught in each, the number of schol-.j 
araattendingthesame. their sex. the branches taught andthe text booka'l 
used; the number of teachers employed in the same and their sex, a 
ment of the number of private or select schools in the county so 
the same can be ascertained, and the number of teachers employed ii 
the same, their sex, and the branches taught; a statement of the n 
''berof graded schools in the county, the length of time school has I>een4 
lang-ht in each, and the number of scholars attending the same, their 1 
■ex, and the branches taught, the number of teachers employed in the V 
■ame, and their sex: a statement of the condition of the normal school f 
where such school has been established, the number of studentB attend- ■ 
ing the same, their sex, and the number of teachers employed in the 
same, and their sex; a statement of the county normal institute; a 
■tatement of the number of colleges and academies in the county, and 
the number of students attending the same, their sex, the number of 
teachers employed in each and their sex; a statement of the amount of 
public money received in each district or part of district, and what por- 
tion of the same, if any, has been appropriated to the suppol^ of graded 
schools; a statement of the amount of money raised in each district by 
tax, and paid for teachers' wages in addition to the public money paid 
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thercfor; the amount of money raised by tax or otherwise fot the pur- 
pose of purchasing achool site, for building-, hiring, purchasing, repair- 
ing, furnishing or insuring school house, or for any other purpose 
allowed by law, in the district or parts of districts. 

{S75S) S 7. The County Superintendent of Public Instruction in 
counties containing one thousand and not more than twelve hundred 
persons between the ages of six and twenty-one years, shall receive 
four hundred dollars per annum; in counties having a school popula- 
tion of from twelve [hundred to fifteen hundred, he shall receive five 
hundred dollars per annum; and in counties containing more than 
fifteen hundred persons of school age, he shall receive five hundred dol- 
lars, and twenty dollars for each additional one hundred such persons 
per annum; in counties having a school population of less than one 
thousand, the County Superintendent shall receive three dollars for 
each day actually and necessarily employed in the discharge of the du- 
ties of his ofiice for a number of days not to exceed one hundred in any 
one year, which compensation shall be payable quarterly, on the order 
of the board of county commissi oners: Pkovidbd, that no County Su- 
perintendent shall receive to exceed one thousand doUarsfper annum, 
and that in determining the salaries of the County Superintendents 
the achool population of cities of the first and second class shall not be 
included. 

(5756) § 8. Should a vacancy occur in the board of directors of any 
school district, it shall be the duty of the County Superintendent to 
appoint some suitable person, a resident of the district, to fill the same; 
and the person so appointed shall continue in office until the next 
artnual meeting thereafter and until hia successor is elected and 
qualified. 

(5757) g 9. Wheu'a vacancy occurs in the office of County Superin- 
tendentof Public Instruction, by death, resignation or otherwise, notice 
thereof shall be given by the county clerk to the board of county com- 

ho shall, as soon as practicable, appoint some 
ui table person to fill the vacancy; and the perse 




appointment shall. before 
charge of the duties of his office, 
tion, and bond in the county clerk's office 
shall hold his office until his successor i 
>, that no person shall be eligible to 
indent of Public Instruction who is not 

■, which shall be shown by diploi: 
holder of a first-class ci 

(59S8) % 10. He shall see that the annual reports of the clerks of 
the several BCl* "' 'ricts and parts of districts in hia county are made 



entering- upon the dis- 
file his oath cor affirma- 
as hereinbefore provided, and 
1 elected and qualified; Pko- 
the office of County Superin- 
graduate of some institute 
I thereof, or that he is the 



correctly a.nd in due time; he shaU have power to adminieter oaths ia 

all cases in wKich an oath is made necessary by aoyproviBion of the 
school law; except in the qualifying of County Superintendents and 
their sureties. 

(5759) S 11- The County Superintendent of Public Imtroction of 
the respective counties in this Territory may purchase for each organ- 
ised school district in his county, not having sufficient records, one set 
of school district records, consisting' of district clerk's records and other 
[order] books, district treasurer's book and a teacher's daily register; each 
of said books shall contain such printed forms and instructions as will 
enable the teacher and the school district officer to perform with correct- 
ness and accuracy their several duties as required by law: Phovidrd, 
The entire set of said records as above enumerated, shall not exceed io 
cost four dollars for each set; and the said Superintendent shall draw 
his order or warrant on the county treasurer in favor of the person he 
purchased said books of, for the amount of the purchase money, and 
it is hereby made the duty of said treasurer to pay said warrant or 
order out of any money in his hands belonging to the respective dis- 
tricts in his county: Provided, That no funds in the hands of the 
county treasurer belonging to the several school districts of his county, 
shall be diverted from the object for which said fund was raised, and 
eaid Superintendent shall deliver said books to the clerk of the district 
board of said district. 

(5760) ^ 12. lAs amended, 1897]. Itshallbethe duty of the Coun- 
ty Superintendent of Public -Instruction to divide the county into a 
convenient number of 'school districts and to change such districts when 
the interests of the people may require it, by making them conforni to 
existing topographical or physicial conditions; but only after twenty- 
days notice thereof, by written notice posted in at least five public 
places in the district or districts so affected; but no district shaU he 
formed containing less than eight persons of school age, and no dis- 
trict having a bonded indebtedness shall be so changed that such in- 
debtedness shall exceed four per cent of the assessed property vitlila- 
tion of such district; 

Provided, That no district shall be changed under the provisions 
of this act, except upon a petition to the County Superintendent 
signed by at least one-third of the qualified electors of such district: 

Provided further. That one-fourth of the qualified electors of 
any district affected by such change, may join in appeal to the board 
of county commissioners from the action of the County Superintend- 
ent, and their decision shall be final; Proviubd, That notice of such 
appeal shall be served on the County Superintendent within ten days 
after the time of posting the formation or alteration of such district. 



I 
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■itcb notice &hall be in writiQ^ and «hall state fully the cibjectioas to 
tbe action of the County Superintendent, a copy of tvbich shall be filed 
witli tbe county clerk and also with tbe clerks of all districts affected 
fe7 uicta alteration: Pkovideu, also, That such appeal ithall be heard 
oad decided by a majority nf the board of county cuuiuiiitsioners at 
tkeir next reg-ular ineetiag^, and, if such appeal is not sustained by 
Uten, the County Superintendent shall proceed to appoitft the time and 
place for said first district meeting, which shall then proceed as by law 
required. Such Superintendent shall number school districts when, they 
sre formed, and he shall keep in a book for that purpose, a description 
«f tfae tioundaries of each school district and part of district in his 
cgHBty with'a plat of same, date of organization, date and full record of 
all changes of boundaries, and a list of district officers in his county, 
tbe date if election or appointment, and the time the term of each is to 
«x^re. 



shall n 



construed as limiting the op- 
ig for the formation of sepa- 
1, but the formation of any 
be tbe formation of a new 
district was formed in terri- 



The provisions of thii 
cratioH of any act or parts of acts providi 
sate didlricts for white and colored childre 
di«trict under such act shall be construed ' 
district with like effect as though such ne^ 
twy unorganized for school purposes. 

15761» «; 13. When a school district shall be formed in any connty 
tbe County Superintendent of Public Instruction of such county shall, 
within fifteen days thereafter, prepare a notice of the formation of 
■ach district, describing its boundaries and stating tbe number thereof. 
He Khali cause the notices thus prepared to be posted in at least five 
pablic places in the district, and in case there shall be no appeal, shall 
in lea days thereafter, in like manner, appoint a time and place for 
vpecial district meeting, for the election of officers and the transaction 
«f Euch business as is prescribed by law for regular school district 



\5762) t: 14. He shall discharge such other duties as may be pre- 
scribed by law, and in case of sickness or temporary absence from such 
CQMBtj, he shall employ a deputy who shall have the qualifications of 
the principal. He shall deliver to his successor within tea days after 
the expiration of the term of his office, all books and papers appertain- 
iag to his office. 

(57631 S 15. Every County Superintendent who shall neglect o 
taae to perform any act which it is his duty to perform, or shall 
raptly or oppressively perform such duties, he will [shall] forfeit 
•fficc and shall be liable on his official bond for all damages occasioned 
ttaereby, tc fwered in the name of the Territory foe the benefit 

UKpropq trict or ctiunly. 
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ARTICLE IV.— DISTRICT OFFICERS. 
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*. Duties ul cUrflcturs. 
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II, Tai levies reported anil >pc 

rslUiiK lo report. 

IS. Treasurer'a bond. 

IV Duties of district treasurer. 

to. rounty^bool rand. 

Ifl. District tas. 

i;. DIatdct treasurer: How l 

(5777)^1- The officers of eacii stliool district shall be a direettfT, 
clerk and treasurer, who shall constitute the district board and nbtt 
shall be elected and hold their respective offices as follows: At liie an- 
nual election in 1893 there .shall be elected a director who shall htild 
his office for three years, a clerk who shall hold his office for two yean, 
and a treasurer who shall hold his office for one year, and thereafter at 
each annual meeting there shall be elected one member of said board 
In place of the outgoing: member, who shall hold hia office for three 
years and until hia successor shall be elected and qualified: Pkovideo, 
that school otlicers holding: office under the existing law. shall hold 
office until their successors are elected and qualified. 

(5778) S 2. School district officers before entering upon their offi- 
cial duties shall take an oath to faithfully perform said duties, and the 
chairman of any regular or special meeting is hereby authorized and 
empowered to administer such oaths. 

(5779) S 3. Every person duly elected to the office of director, 
clerk, or treasurer of any school district who shall refuse or neglect, 
without sufficient cause toqualify within twenty days after his elec-, 
tion or appointineiit, or who, having entered upon the duties of his 
oQtce shall^neglect or refuse to perform any duty required of him bj 
the provisions of thiatict, shall thereby forfeit his right to the office to 
which he was elected or appointed, and the County Superintendent 
shall thereupon appoint a suitable person in his stead. 

(5780) i^ 4. The directors of each district shall preside at all dis- 
trict meetings, and shall sign all orders drawn by the clerk, a,utborized 
by a. district meeting, or by the district board, upon the trea&urer of 
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KAOant of iiioiI%^ received from tbe County Treasurer arising : 
disbursements of the territorial annual school fund, the amoLint re- 
ceived from district taxes, and the amount received from all other 
s daring' the year, and the manner in which all monies have 
been expended. Fifth, The amount of money raised by the district in 
»uch year and the purpose for which it was raised. Sixth. The kind of 
1)ookB used in the school, and such facts and statistics in regard to the 
flistrict school as the County Sttperintendent may require. 

(S78S) }i 9. Every clerk of a district who shall wilfully aiga a false 
feport to the County Superintendent of his county, shall be deemed 
fuilty of a felony, and punished by confinement in the penitentiary 
"for not less than one year nor more than three. 

(S78fi) tj 10. It shall be the duty of the several district clerks in 
'tbis Territory to make out a certiiied list of all persons residing within 
'their respective districts liable to pay taxes, and transmit the same to 
■the county clerks of their respective counties on or before the twenty- 
fifth day of May annually. 

(5787) li 11. The district clerk shall report to the County Superin- 
tendent in writing- the names and postofRce address of the district offi- 
^^' era elect within two weeks after said officers shall have been elected 
r appointed and qualified. The clerk shall also report to the County 
'Buperintendeut the time of the commencement of each terra of school 
s of the c 



(57881 S 12. [As amended. 1897.] The district clerk shall within 
■^ve (5} days report to the county clerk the amount of tax levied at the 
,»miual meeting- and for what purpose the same was levied. Any such 
elerk who shall fail to report the tax so voted shall be liable to a fine of 
Mot lees than ten dollars, nor morethan one hundred dollars; and it is 
, hereby made the duty of the County Superintendent to have the provis- 
ions of this act enforced. ' 

(5789) ^ 13. The treasurer shall execute to the district a bond in 
Rouble the amount, as near aecan be ascertained, to come into his 
lands as treasurer during the year, with sufficient sureties to be ap- 
jffoved by the director and clerk, conditioned to the faithful discharge 
«d the duties of said office: such bond shall be taken in the name of the 
[^strict. Such bond shall be justified by the affidavit of the principal 
-mud hisKureties; Phovided. that the director ot the district or County 
^Saperintendent of Public Instruction shall be authorized to administer 

Die oaths in the justification of the treasurer and his sureties. And 
'iaidboad shall be filed with the district clerk, and incase of the breach 

ttf any condition thereof, the directors shall cause a suit to be co 
iMi^nced thereon in the name of the district, and the money collected 
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ther 
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and if such directorit shall 
louse holder in the district 
d as provided in thii> act. 

L the 



(S790) § H. The treasurer of such district shall pay o 
order of the clerk, stg-ned by the director of the district, all public 
monies which shall coine into his hands for the use of the district. 

(S791I ^ 15. The county connuissioners shall at the time the annual 
taxes for Territorial and county purposes are levied, levy on.the taxa- 
ble property of the county a ta±, not to exceed one (1) per cent, which 
shall be collected as other taxes: and the money so realized tog-ettaer 
with the proceeds of all monies collected from fines, forfeitures, penal-' 
ties, proceeds from the sale of eatrays. and all monies paid by persons 
as equivalent for exemption from military duty, and all monies col- 
lected from marriage licenses, shall constitute a count)- school fund, 
and. be appropriated exclusively for the purpose of establishing and 
supporting public schools for not less than three nor more than nine , 
months in each year, and defraying current expenses of the same of 
every description; and said county school fund shall be apportioned to 
each school district in said county in proportion to the number of 
children over the age of six years and under the age of twenty-onp 
years, resident therein, as shown by the last annual enumeration of the 
same. The county treasurer shall pay to each district treat 
county all school monies in the county treasury belonging to the dis- 
trict, upon the order of the director and clerk of the district, provided, 
that said order shall be accompanied by a certificate from the district 
clerk, stating that the treasurer of the district has executed and filed 
his bond as required by law. 

(5792) Ji 16. When a school district tax has been voted, and from 
the fault or negligence of any officer or any other cause, has not been 
levied and collected in any one year, the same shall be added to aad ] 
collected with the taxes of the following year; and the county trea&- i 
urer shall pay over to the treasurers of the respective school districts ' 
[all the taxes he may have collected for said districts] on the order of 
the district clerk, countersigned by the director, subject to the provis- 
ions contained in section IS of this article, 

(5793) ^ 17. The treasurer shall keep a book in which he shall en- 
ter all the monies received and disbursed by him, specifying particu- 
larly the sources from which money has been received, and the person 
or persons to whom, and the object, for which the same has been pai 

He shall present to the district at each annual meeting a report 
rriting, containing a statement of all monies received by him front 
■ the county treasurer during the year; also all monies collected by hiiH 
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during' the year from aijaeasments in tHe district, and at the dieburse- 
i made by him. with the items of aiich disbursements, and exhibit 
mcbers therefor; which report shall be recorded by the diHtrict 
clerk, and at the close of his term of office shall settle, with the district 
board, aad sball hand over to his successor said books and all receipts, 
vouchers, orders and papers coming- into his handafas' treasurer of the 
district, together with all monies remaining in his hands as such treas- 



[57'>4| (j 18. If any district treasurer shall refuse or neglect to pay 

er any money in his handtt, belong-in^^ tci the district, it shall be the 

duty of his successor in oflice to prosecute without delay the oflicial 

bond of such treasurer for the recovery of sueh money. And said djs. 

I trict treasurer who shall refuse or neglect to pay over any money in 

I his hands belong-injf to the district shall be guilty of a felony and shall 

be imprisoned in the penitentiary for a period iif not less than one year 

>r more than live. 

(57951 S 1^. Every school district clerk or treasurer who shall neg- 
lect or refuse to deliver to his successor in office all records, books and 
^jnperK. belonging to his office, shall be guilty of a mistlenieanor, and 
shall be Rned in any sum of not less than one hundred dollars, nor 
re than live hundred dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail for 
a. period of six months. 

(57%) ^ 20. The district [board] shall purchase or lease such a 
site for a school Kouse as shall have been designated by the voters of a 
district meeting, in the corporate name thereof and shall build, hire or 
purchase Mich school houae as the voters of the district in a district 
meeting shall have agreed upon, out of the funds provided for that pur- 
pose, and make sale of any school house site or other property of the - 
district, and, if necessary, execute a conveyance of the same in (be 
name of their office, when lawfully directed by the voters of such dis- 
trict, at any regular or special meeting, and shall carry into effect all 
lawfol orders of the district. 

(579(1 tf 21. The district board shall have the care and keeping of 
the school house and other property belonging to the district. Tbej 
shall have power to make such rules and regulations an they deem 
proper, and may appoint some suitable person to take charge of the 
school apparatus, maps, charts, etc.. belonging to the district. 

(S798» S 22. The district board shall have power to admit scholars 
from adjoining districts: Provided, said pupil shall pay a tuition fee, 
which fee ehall be prescribed by the district txtard. 

(±799) f 23. The district board in each district shall contract with 



^,^ ,^ },ire qualified teachers for and in the name of the district, which 
COi» tract shall be in writing, and shall specify the wages per week or 
,„,-„jth as aR-reed upon by the parties, and such contract shall be filed 
j^,^ the district clerk's office, and, in conjunction with the County Super- 

^,^4-^„dent, may dismiaa such teacher or teachers, for incompetency, 

cK-uelty, negligence or immorality. 

(5800) § 24. The district board shall provide the necessary a.ppen- 
jj^^ges [for the school house] during the time the school is taught there- 
in and shall (keep] an accurate account of all expenijes thus incurred, 
».a.C present the same for allowance at any'regular district meeting. 

(5S0I) g 25. No sectarian or religious doctrine shall be taught or 
inculcated in any of the public schools in this Territory, hut nothing 
in this section shall be constructed to prohibit the reading of the holy 
scripture. 

(5802) ^ 26. Alt property held by the school district of'atiy school 
district in this Territory for the use of public schools shall be exempt 
from taxation, and shall not be taken in any manner for any debt due 
from the district. 

(5803) ii 27. The teachers may suspend from the privileges of a 
_ achonl, any pupil guilty of im,morality or persistent violation of the 
V'tegulationa of the school, which suspension shall not extend beyond. 
f the current quarter of the school; PaoviDKD, that the pupil suspended 
K«baIL have the right to appeal from the decision of saj^ teacher to the 
f board of directors which shall, upon a full investigation of the charges 
Ipreferred against said pupil, determine as to the guilt or innocence of 

Hie offence charged, whose decision shall be linal. 

(5804) fS 23. The district board shall furnish each teacher with a 
nitable daily register, and shall visit together, or by one or two of 

r number, all the schools of their districts, at least twice a term, 
at such other periods during the term as in their opinion the ex- 
icies of each school may require; at which visit they shall examine 
register of the teacher and see that it is properly kept, and enquire 
o other matters touching the school house, facilities for ventilation, 
re, apparatus, library, studies, discipline, modes of teaching 
Und improvement of the schools, and confer with the teacher with re- 
o the condition and management, and make suggestions as would, 
ir view, promote the interest and efficiency of the school and the 
^ogress and good of the pupils. The date and result of such visits 
rtiall be entered by the clerk of the board on their minutes. 

(5805) g 29. It shall be the duty of the school district board of ■ the 
rious school districts of the respective counties of the Territory to 
use to be certified by the school district clerk to thc'county clerk, of 
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their respective counties, on or before the twenty-fifth day of Aug^uet, 
annuallj, the ag^greg-ate percentage by them levied on the real and per- 
sonal property in each district, as returned on the assessment roll of 
the county; and the county clerk is )iereby authorised and required ta 
place the same on the tax roll of said county, in a separate column or 
columns, deRig-nating: the purpose for which said taxes were levied; and 
the said taxes shall be collected by the county treasurer and paid 
to the treasurers of the respective school districts in the county, with 
the same power and restrictions and under the same regulatio 
ail respects, as to the sale of real and personal property. He shall be 
authorised, and is hereby required, to act accordin 

and requisitions of thejlaw for the collection of the taxes for Territo- 
rial, county and township purposes. 

(5806) g 30. That any member of any school 

county clerk or county treasurer who'shall violate any of 

ions of this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 

fiction, shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
dollars nor more than five hundred, or by imprisonment in 
' jail not less than six months, or by both such fine and in 
i'»nd any teacher who shall violate any of the provisi 
■shall be liable to immediate dismissal, and it shall be the duty of tHe 
jCounty Superintendent to prosecute and carry out the provisions of 
JfbiM section. 

^ ;SB07) § 31. All fines collected for any violation of this act shall 
■fee paid to the treasurer of the county where the suit is brought for the 
BSpport of the common schools. 



(5B08) S 32. Whenever any final judgment shall 
any school district, the district board shall levy ; 
ciasable property in the district for the payment thereof; such taxes 
'«hall be vollected as other school district taxes, but no execution shall 
ich judgment against the school district; and in case the dis- 
trict board neglect to levy a tax as aforesaid, for the space of thirty 
^davs after such judgment shall become* final, or in case the proper 
officer shall neglect to collect the tax levied v 

provided by law, then the judgment creditor of the ■ 
SOB-j liave and recover a judgment against the officer or officers o 
or their sureties, so in default, for the amount due him on such judg- 
jinent against the district, with costs, upon which execution shall issue. 

(5809) S 33 That whenever a school house or other improvements 
^lave been made upon the claim of any settler upon any of the public 
n lands, within this Territory, to which the said settler had i 
itle, it shall be lawful for the school directors of the proper school dis- 
taid school house or other improvements from the said 
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claim at any time within one year from the time that the settler in any 
g-iven case may acquire a title to his said claim: Provided. That the 
said settler, in any given case, shall convey' to f said board of school 
directors one acre of land upon which said school house t>r other im- 
provements are situated,th6 same shall not be removed: And, Provided 
Further, That if any school house shall have been built of stone, brick 
or frame costing- not less than five hundred dollars, the probate judg-e 
of the county shall appoint three disinterested persons, who shall ap- 
praise and condemn one acre of such land upon which said improve- 
ments shall have been located, and it shall be the dut^' of the school 
directors of such district to pay to the owner of such land the value of 
such land as found by said appraisers, according* to the provisions of 
this act. 

(5810) Ji 34. The district board shall 'have the care and keeping- of 
the school house and other property belonging to the district, as here- 
inbefore provided. They are hereby 'authorized =to open the school 
house for the use of religous, political, literary, scientific, mechanical 
or agricultural societies belonging in their district, for holding- the bus- 
iness or public meetings of such societies, under such regulations as 
the school board may adopt. 



/ 



ARTICLE v.— SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 



OrKViIzuElun. 
. Boay corporate. 

. New JlstrlcU formed (roni oae or mo 

. AKgrleved peraona niiijr appeal, 
. Annual and «pecl»lillstrie£meetin(c.. 
Hp«;l«l meeting for tranMolUiB the hu 
ineit lit tbe nnnual nieeilnK. 



1. PawentoldlitTiotineellnK. 

I. How )t sGlioDl liotiae site 

obBDged. 
I. How to unademn a Mbool bouH 



(')7(i4) {■ 1. Every achool district shall be deemed duly organized 
when the officers constituting the district board staati have been elected 
and qualified and shall have signified their acceptance to the County 
Superintendent in writing, which the Superintendent shall file in his 

(S76.SI S 2. Every school district organized in pursuance of this act 
shall be a body corporate, and shall posaeaa the usual powers of a cor- 
poration for public purposes by the name and style of School District— 
(such a number as maj be designated by the County Superintendent), — 
county, itbe name of the county in which the district is situated). Terri- 
tory of Oklahoma, and in that name may sue and be sued, and be capa- 
ble of contracting and be contracted with, and holding such real and 
personal estate as it may come into possession of by will or otherwise 
or as is authorized to be purchased by the provisions of this act. 

(57661 S 3. When anew district is formed in wholeor in part from 
one or more districts possessing a school bouse or entitled to other prop- 
erty, the County Superintendent, at the time of forming such new dis- 
trict shall equitably determine the proportion of the present value of 
such school house or other property justly due to said new district. 
Sttch proportion when ascertained shall be levied by the district board 
of the district retaining the school house or other property upon tbe tax- 
able property of the district, and shall be collected in the same manner 
aa if the same had been authorized by a vote of the district for building 
a school house, and when collected shall be paid to the treasurer of the 
new district, to be applied towards procuring a school house tor such 
district. 

{5(67). g 4 [As amended, 1895] If, in the formation or alteration of, or 
refusal to form or altar school districts, any person or persons shall feel 
ag'grieved such person or persons may appeal to the board of county com- 
misBioners; Provided, That notice of such appeal shall be served on the 
County Superintendent within ten days of the time of posting of the no- 
tices of the formation or alteration of such district. Such notice shall be in 



■writing: and shall state fully the objectiuns to the actions of the County 
Superintendent, a copy of which shall be filed with the county clerk, 
and also with the clerks of all districts affected by such alteratioa : 
And, provided, awo, That such appeal shall be heard and decided by 
the majority of the board of county commissionerB at their nest re^fu- 
lar meeting, and if such appeal is not sustained .by them, the County 
Superintendent shall proceed to appoint the time and place for said firat 
district meeting-, which shall then proceed as by law required: 
PkOViDED, FURTHER, That either party, or any person or persons resid- 
ing- in the school district affected by such formation or alteration, 
may appeal from the finding- of the board of county commissioners to 
the district court of the county, by filing with the county clerk, within 
ten days from the action of the board of county commissioners, a notice 
of appeal. The county clerk shall thereupon make a certified trans- 
script of the proceeding-s had before the county commissioners, and 
shall, within twenty days from the filing of said notice of appeal, de- - 
liver or transmit to the clerk of the district court of his county the saiil 
transcript and all of the papers in said case. All further proceeding-s 
by the County Superintendent shall cease and be stayed upon the filing ■ 
of said notice of appeal with the county clerk, and like proceeding's 
shall he had in the diatrictcourt asare now provided by law for the 
hearing- and trial of appeals from the judgment of a justice of the 

(S768.1 S 5. [ As amended, 1897] An annual meeting of each 
school district shall be held on the second Tuesday 
of July in each year, at the school house belong-- , 
ing to the school district, at two o'clock P. M., notice of the time and 
place of said annual meeting shall be g-iven by the clerk by posting- ^i 
written or printed notices in three public places in the district at least <| 
ten days before said meeting. Special meetings may be called by a J 
majority of the district board or by a majority of the legal voters of 1 
the district, but notice of said special meeting, stating the purpose for I 
which it is called, shall be posted in at least three public places within 1 
the district, at least ten days previous to the time of such meeting. 

(5769) g 6. Whenever the time for holding an annual meeting ia 
any district shall pass without said meeting being held, the clerk, or in. ^ 
his absence, any other member of the district board, within twenty 
days after the time for holding said annua! meeting shall have passed, 4 
may give notice of a special meeting by putting up written notices' ■ 
thereof in three public places within the district, at least five days pre- ji 
vious to the time of meeting; but if such meeting gliall not be advertis-' J 
ed within twenty days as aforesaid the County Superintendent may give ] 
notice of such meeting in the manner provided for forming a new dis- J 
trict, and the oBicers chosen at such special meeting shall hold their < 



lual meetinfr, and until theii 



officer until the next ai 
elected and quaJified. 

IS770) § 7. It shall be the duty of the clerk to Rive at lea^t ten daj» 
notice previous to any annual or special district meeting- by posting- no 
notices thereof at three or four public places in the district, one of 
which notices shall be affixed to the outer door of the school house, if 
if there be one in the district, and said clerk shall give 
like notice of every adjourned meeting-, when such meeting shall have 
been adjourned for longfer than one month, every notice for a special 
district meeting shall specify the object of which such meeting was 
called, and no business shall be acted upon at any special meeting, not 
specified in said notice. 

(5771) S 8, The following persons shall be entitled to vote at any 
district meeting : First, All persons possessing the qualifications of 
electors as defined by the Organic Act of the Territory, and the statutes 
thereof, and who shall be residents of the district at the time of offer- 
ing to vote at said election. Second, All female persons over the age 
of twenty-one years who are citizens of the United States or shall have 
declared their intention to become such, and who shall be resi- 
dents of the district at the time of offering to vote. 

(57721 S S- If any person offering to vote at a school district meet- 
ing shall be challenged as unqualified by any legal voter, the chairmaik 
presiding shall declare to the person challenged the qualifications of a 
-voter, and if such challenge be not withdrawn, the chairman, who ia 
' hereby authorized, shall tender to the person offering to vote the 
" following oath or affirmation ; "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
u are an actual resident of this school district and that you are quali- 
fied by law to vote at this meeting." Any person taking such oath or 
affirmation shall he entitled to vote on all questions voted upon at such 

(5773] § 10. [As Amended, 1895] The inhabitants qualified 
vote at a school meeting lawfully assembled, 

ahall have power : First, To appoint a chairman 

to preside over said meeting in the absence of the director. Second, 
To adjourn from time to time. Third, To choose a. director, clerk and 
treasurer, who shall possess the qualifications of voters. Fourth, To 
designate by vote a site for the district school house ; Provcdbd, That 
the designation of a site for a district school house shall not be over 
e-half mile from the center of said district. Fifth, To vote annually 
ax not exceeding two per ct/nt. on all the taxable property in, the dia- 
ct, as the meeting shall deem sufficient for the various school pur- 
poses, and distribute the amount as the meeting shall deem proper in 
the payment of teachers' wages, and to build, hire, or purchase a school 
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the same with necessary 
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of any school site or other property belong'ing' to the district (when the 
•aine shall be no loag-er needful fur the district), tog-ive such directions 
and make such provisions as may be deemed necessary in relation to 
the prosecution or defense of any suit or proceedings in which the dis- 
tricl may be a party i Also, phovidkd purthhk. That if the inhabit- 
ants of any school district shall neglect or refuse to make such levy, 
tlten the board of county commissioners of such county, through the ad- 
vice of the County Superintendent of public instruction, shall levy a tax 
annually oraot to exceed two per cent, on all taxable property in the 

(5774) ^ 11. The qualified voters at each annual meeting, or any 
special meeting duly called, may determine the length of time a school 
-shall be taught in their district for the then ensuing year, which shall 
tH3t be less than three months and when such school shall be taught, 
and whether the school money to which the district may be entitled 
■shall b? applied in support of the summer or winter term of school, or 
a certain portion of each: but if such matters shall not be determined 
at the annual or any special meeting, it shall be the duty of the district 
board to determine the same. 



(S775) ^ 13. That school districts having school houses the value of 
-which is not less than five liundred dollars the school house site shall 
not be changed except by a vote ot at least three-fifths of the legal voters 
of such district in favor of such change. 

(57751 ^ 13. In case any school district cannot by purchase at reas- 
onable rates, or by donation or otherwise, obtain title to a site selected 
by such school district; or if it be deemed advisable by such school dis- 
trict, or by the district board to add other ground to any school house 
Bite already selected; or if, in good faith, but by mistake or otherwise, 
a school house has been or shall be erected wholly or partially upon 
any land or lot to which said school district, at the time of erection of 
such school building, or any addition thereto, had not acquired title, 
then, and in any such case, upon a written application of the district 
Itoard of such school district, or a majority of the board it shall be the 
dnty of the probate judge of the county in which such school district is 
situated, to appoint three disinterested free-holders of such county, and 
not residents of such school district, to condemn such site or addition 
thereto; and in case such land or lot so condemned and appraised shall 
tie original selection for a school house site, the amount so condemned 
and appraised shall not exceed one and one-half acres; and if it be for 




addition to t1ie existing i>ite the additionctl amount coiideniiied and mp-- 
praised shall not, with the original site, exceed one and one-half acres.. 
Immediately after thejr appointment such appraisers shall proceed (toll 
and condeiiin and appraine the value of the site so selected, or the ad- 
dition to auoh existing' site, and they shall, within ten aaya there«fter,. 
make and sign a report describing the lot so condemned, the purpose- 
for which it was so condemned, and the appraised value thereof, which 
report shall be by them filed in the office of the register of deeds in the 
county in which such land or lot is situated, and by such register dulj 
recorded as other instruments of writing aiTecting the title to real es- 
tate are recorded. In appraising any school house site, or addition 
thereto to which such school district had nut title at the time of erectiog 
any school house, or addition thereto, thereon, said appraisers bh all ex< 
elude from their appraisement the value of such school house or addi- 
tion, and appraise such land or lot at its value exclusive of such hnild- 
ing, addition or other improvements placed thereon in good faith but. 
by mistake of such school district, or said school district board. Witb~ 
in thirty days after the report of said appraisers is tiled in the office of 
the register of deeds, the district board of snch school district shall pay 
to the county treasurer of the county in which said condemned land or 
lot is situated for the use of the owner of such land or lots, the aiuoant 
of the appraised value thereof, and also fifty cents for uald register of 
deeds for recording said report. And upon such payment being niatte 
to such county treasurer by such district board, the Wtle of such site^ 
or addition thereto, shall rest in such school district. ElUier partj^ 
the owner of the land Qr lot condemned or the school district, may ap- 
peal from such appraisement to the district court, [n the same msnaer 
that appeals are taken from the judgment of justices of the peace <■ 
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Article VI. — School District 
An Act to provide for the formatio 



3H MOBE Col'NTIEi 

o( school districts situated in two 



Section 1, When it shall become necessary to form a school dis- 
trict lying- partly in two or more counties, the county superintendents 
of the counties in which the said tract of country shall be situated, 
when application shall be made in writing to any one of them by five 
householder residents therein, shall, if by them deemed necessary, 
meet and proceed to lay off and form the same into a school district, 
issue notices for the first district meeting, ajid shall file the proper pa- 
pers in their respective offices, and such district so organized shall be 

designated "Joint District No Counties of ," and the 

boundaries of such district shall not be altered except by the joint 
action of the superintendents of the several counties represented in said 
district: Pkovided. That if in the alteration of or refusal to alter the 
boundaries of any joint school district, any person or persons shall feel 
aggrieved, such person or persons may appeal to the Territorial Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, and notice of such appeal shall be 
served on the superintendents of the several counties represented in 
said district within ten days after rendition by them of the decision ap- 
pealed from, which notice shall be in writing and shall state fully the 
objections to the -actions of the county superintendents, and a copy 
thereof shall be filed with the Territorial Superintendent of Public In- 
struction; ftid it shall be the duty of the county superintendents in 
whose possession are the papers connected with the action appealed 
from, to transmit the same to the Territorial Superintendent of Public 
Instruction immediately upon being served with notice of appeal as 
hereinbefore provided, and thereupon the Territorial Superintendent 
of Public Instruction shall fix a time for the hearing of said appeal, 
and notify the several County Superintendents interested, and they 
shall take action in accordance therewith: And provided, further, 
That each joint district, except in matters relating to the alteration 
of the boundaries thereof, shall be under the jurisdiction and control of 
the superintendent of that county represented in such district having 
the largest amount of territory embraced within the boundaries of such 
joint district. 



ARTICLE VII.— DISTRICT SCHOOLS. 
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(5811) S I. That in each and every school district sliall be taug-ht 
orthography, reading', writing, English gtarainar, georgraphy, and 
arithmetic any such other branches as may be determined by the dis- 
trict board; Provided, that the instructions g-iven in the several 
branchea taught shall be in the English language. 



t of four weeks of five days 



(5812) ^ 2. A school month shall c 
, each, of six hours per day. 

[38:3j S 3- Whenever there is not sufficient money belonging to 
any school district to support a public school the length of time pre- 
' scribed 'jy law or determined at the annual meeting or at a spec- 
r ial meeting duly called, the district board, to meet said deficiency, may 
ts a tuition fee upon each scholar attending said school, the assess- 
; to be proportioned to the number of days each pupil has been in 
actual attendance during the term: Provided, That no tuition shall 
be levied upon the pupils of any district in accordance (with) to the 
provisions of this act, unle^ss the entire amount of 2 per cent for teach- 
rs' wages as required by law be first assessed upon the taxable proper - 
T of saiddistrict. 
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-UNION GRADED SCHOOLS. 



lu. Existing law loappl)'- 
11. Majority vow to decide si 
II. Cenlrocta. 



That the following article be added to chapter 73 of the 
Oklahoma and aumbered article IS, chapter 73, as follows : 



Sec 



Wlieuever the inhabitants of two o 



school diAvl 



tricts maj- wish t( 
in which instructi 
the clerks of the a 
one-third of the voters 
voters of such districts 
notices thereof, in like 
and if a majority of the 



lite for the purpose of establishing a graded school fl 
sliall be given in the higher branches of educatioii,'W 
;ral districts, shall, iip6n a written application 
rs of the respective districts, call a meeting of t 
^ts, at some convenient place by posting up writt 

provided for callings district meetinga,H 
each of the two or more districts shaUS 



n stated, they shall at that meeting^ 
board of directors, consisting of i 



vote to unite tor the purpose here: 
or at an adjourned meeting, elect ; 
director, clerk ; 

Sec. 2. The board o 
shall, in all matters relating- to the graded schools, possess all the pow- 
ers and discharg'e all the like duties of the district board of directors,* 
prescribed in this act. 

Sec. 3 The union or graded school district thus formed shall b« i 
entitled to an equitable share of the school funds, to be drawn from J 
the treasurer of each district so uniting, in proportion to the nnmber 
of children attending the said graded school from each dis 

Sec. 4. The said union district may levy taxes for the purpose of ] 
purchasing a building or furnishing proper buildings for the a 
datioa of the school, or for the purpose of defraying necessary expenses ' 
and paying teachers, but shall be governed in all respects by the 
herein provided for levying and collecting district taxes. 

Sec. 5. The clerk of the union district shall report in writinf 
the treasurer of each school district uniting in the union district the ' 
number of scholars attending the graded school from his district, their 
sex, and the branches studied; and the said district treasurer shall ap- 
portion the amount of school money due the union district and pay the 
r to the treasurer of the union district on order of the clerk 
and director thereof. 




Sec. 6. The clerk of the union district shall make a report t 
county auperinteodent of public inatruction, and discharg-e all the du- 
ties of clerk in like manner as clerk of the district. 

Sec. 7. The treasurer of the u 
duties of treasurer as prescribed ii 
trict treasurer. 

Sec. 8. Any sing'le district shall posHess power t< 
ed schoolii, subject to the provisions of this article in 
two or more districts united. 



g^-aded school districts 
Lt such hour as may be 



Sec. 9. The annual meeting of union o 
shall be held on the last Wednesday in Jun< 
indicated by the board. 

Sec. 10. Article 6, chapter 73, of the statutes of Oklahoma Terri- 
tory, being' an act for the support and reg'ulation of common schools, 
shall apply to, and be made a part of this act. for the purpose therein 



Sec. H. No part of the statutes of Oklahoma shall be construed so 
as to prevent the location of the site for a school house in union or 
graded school districts by a majority vote of the electors or said uniod 
or graded school districts. 

Bee. 12. No expenditure involving' an amount greater than two 
hundred dollars shall be made except in accordance with the provisions 
of a written contract, and no contract involving' an expenditure of 
more than live hundred dollars for the purpose of erecting any public 
building's or making' any improvements shall be made except upon 
sealed proposals and to the lowest responsible bidder. 

Sec. i;i. No sectarian doctrine shall be taug'ht or inculcated in 
a,ny of the public schools of the union district; but the Holy Scriptures, 
without note or comment, may be used therein at the discretion of each 
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t. Powers ot the boArd. as. Iniemt must be paid prompUy. 1 

". Board ihalt nraaalze, whea and how. 17. Property pledgwl. for t*— * ' 

, Dot; of preHloeot. U. Warianu BbaU be regli.. 

. Duty or vice-president. t». Form of oatli required. 

, Duty ot clerk. 30. Annnitl enumerallon o( seboot a 
Treaaurer's monthly report. 

IT. Supenutendentol city ichouls. ,>•■ nntRroi. 

(5831) S 1- Each city of the firet-clasa shall be g:overned by the 
provisions of this article and shall constitute a separate school disr 
trict. 

(5832) ^ 2. Territory ontaide the limits of any city, town or village 
bat adjoining thereto, may be attached to such city, town or village 
for school purposes upon application to the board of educatioa 
of such city by a majority of the electors of such adjacent territory, 
and upon such application being made to the board of education thej 
Mhall, if they deem it proper and to the best interests of the schools of 
said city and the territory seeking' to be attached, issue an order attach- 
ing such territory to such city for school purposes, and to enter the same 
upon their journal; and such territory shall, from the date of such 
order, be and compose a part of such city for school purposes only; and 
the taxable property of such adjacent territory shall be subject to tax- 
ation, and shall bear its full proportion of all expenses incurred in the 
erection of school buildings and in maintaining the schools of such 
city. Whenever the territory so attached shall have attained a popula- 
tion equal to that of any one ward of such city, or whenever the taxa- 
ble property of such attached territory shall equal that of any one 
ward of such city, such attached territory shall be entitled to elect two 
members of the board of education, who shall be elected at the same 
time that other members of the board are elected, by the qualified elec- 
tors of such territory, at an election to be held at such place as the 
board of education may designate. 

(S833| g 3. The public schools of each city organized in pursuance 
of this act shall be a body corporate and shall possess the usual power 
of a corporation for public purposes, by the name and style of, "The 

Board of Education of the City of , of the Territory of 

Oklahoma," and in that name may sue or be sued and be capable of 
contracting or being contracted with, of holding and conveying such 




pergonal and 
otherwise, or 
this act. 

(5834) S 4. Any city of the first-class is hereby antborized and re- 
quired, upon the request of the board of education of such city to con- 
vey to such board of education all property within the limits of any 
Buch city heretofore purchased by any such city for school purposes, 
and now held and used for such purposes, the title to which is vested in 
any such city. 

15835) ^ 5.. All conveyances [of] for the propeitj mentioned in the 
preceding section shall be signed by the mayor and attested by the 
clerk of said city, and shall have the seal of the city affixed thereto, 
and be acknowledged by the mayor of such city in the same manner 
as other conveyances of real estate. 

(S836) S 6' A separate ballot for school purposes shall be pro- 
vided by the city clerk and ballots for school officers deposited there- 
in: it shall be tlie duty of the city clerk to prepare suitable places 
for holding such elections. At each annual city election there shall 
be a board of education, consisting; of one member from each ward, 
elected by the qualified voters thereof, who shall hold his office for a 
term of two years, and until his successor is elected and qualified; 
Pkovided, That no msmb^r of ths board of education shall be a mem- 
ber of the council, nor shall any member of the council be a member of 
the board of education: Pkovidbd. That the officers and meuitjers of 
boards of education ia cities of the first-class shall hold their offices for 
the full term to which they were elected, 

(5837)^7. The board of education shall have power to filli any 
vacancy which may occur in their body; Provided, That any vacancy 
occurring more than ten days previous to to the annual election, and 
having an unexpired term of one year, shall be filled at the first an- 
annual election thereafter; and the ballots and returns of elections 
shall be as follows: "To fill unexpired term." 

(5838) S 8. The board of education shall have power to elect their 
own officers, except the treasurer; to make their own rules and regula- 
tions, subject to the provisions of this article; to organise and maintain 
a system of graded schools; to establish a hig-h school whenever, in 
their opinion, the educational interest of the city demand the same; 
and to exerci.se the sole control over the schools and school property of 
the city. 



4 



(5839) S»9. The board of education a 
ofiCach year, shall'organize by the electii 



its regular meeting in May 
n of a president and vice- 
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pre&ident from a.aioag its own members, each of whom shatrse 
th« term of one year, or until their succeaaors are elected and qua.lified; 
they shall also elect a clerk, who shall hold his office during the pleas- 
ure of the board, and who ahall receive such compenaation for his 
aervices as the board may allow. 

(5840) ^ 10. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at meet- 
ing's of the board of education; to appoint all committees whose ap- 
pointment is not otherwise provided for, and to sig'u all warrants 
ordered by the board of education to be drawn upon the treasurer for 
school money. 



(58411 S 11- It ahall be the duty of the rice-president to perfoi 
the duties of the president in case of his absence or disability. 



laJl 



all 



(.58421 S 12. It shall be the duty of the clerk to be prese 
meetings of the hoard; to keep an accurate journal of its proceediogra; 
to take charge of its books and documents; to countersign all warrants 
lor school moneys drawn upon the treasurer by order of the board of 
education; and perform such other duties as the board of education or 
its committees may require; and, before entering upon the discharge 
of his duties the clerk of the board of education shall give bond in the 
sum of one thousand dollars, with good and sufficient sureties to be ap- 
proved by the board, conditioned for the faithful performance of the 
duties of his office. 

(5843] g 13. The treasurer shall prepare and submit in writing a 
monthly report of the state of the finances of the district; and sbaU, 
when required, produce, at any meeting of the board, or any comoUt' 
tee appointed for the purpose of examining his accounts, all boiAa, 
and papers pertaining to his office; he ahall pay moneys only upon a 
warrant signed by the president, or in his absence, by the vice-preai- 
dent and countersigned by the clerk; and shall execute a bond in such 
sum as the board may require with sufficient suritiea. to be approved 
by the board, conditioned for the faithful discharge of h 
o such board. 



(5844) S 14. Tbeboardof education, at such time as they shaU 
deem expedient, shall elect a superintendent of schools, in no case 
member of their own body, whose duty it shall be to have a general.. 
supervision of the schools of the city, subject to the rules and regula- 
tions of the board, who shall hold his office during the pleasure of th^ 
board, and shall receive such compensation as that body may allow. 
The board shall also appoint two competent persons, who, with the 
Superintendent as chairman thereof, ahall be styled the examining' 
committee of the board of education, whose duty it ahall be to examine 
all persons who may apply to them as teachers: and no person, except 



one who holds a diploma, or a certificate, from the board of education 
sliall be elected by the board a.s teacher who cannot produce a certifi- 
cate from the exauiining- committee aig-ned by all or a majority of them 
and setting- forth that such a person is competent to teach in such de- 
partment of the public schools, as may be stated in the certificate . and 
is a person of g^ood moral character, and the board may fill any vacan- 

(5845 1 g IS. [As amended, 1897.] That the board of education shall 
on or before the fifteenth day of June of each year, levy a tax for the 
support of the schools of the cities of the first-class for the fiscal year 
neit ensuing-, not exceeding in any one year fifteen mills on the dol- 
lar on all taxable property within the school district which is taxable: 
according to the laws of the Territory of Oklahoma. That such levy 
shall be certified by the clerk of Che board of education to the countj- 
clerk, who is hereby authorized and required to place the same on the 
tax roll of said county to be collected by the treasurer of the county as 
are other taxes and paid over by him. That the tax so levied shall be 
a separate, distinct and specific fund for the support uf the schools for 
the fiscal year for which such tax is levied. That all debts, contracts 
and obligations made and entered into by the board of education ia 
excess of eighty per cent, of the tax so levied shall be illegal and shall 
not be charged against the school district. 

(58461 S 16. [As amended. 1895.] The taxable property of the whole- 
city, including the territory attached for school purpitaes, shall be sub- 
ject to taxation. All taxes collected for the benefit of the school shall 
be placed in the hands of the treasurer, subject* to the order of the 
board of education. 

(5847) S !'■ The regular meetings of the board of education shall 
be upon the first Monday of each month, but special meetings may be 
held from time to time, as circumstances may demand. 

(S8481 S 18, The board of education, at the close of each school 
year, or as soon thereafter aa practicable, shall make an annual report 
of the progress, prosperity and condition, financial as well as educa- 
tional, of all the schools under their charge; and said report or such 
portion of it as the board of education shall consider of advantage to 
the public, shall be printed., either in a public newspaper or in pam- 
phlet form. 

except in accordance with the pro- 
visions of a written contract, and no contract involving an expendi- 
ture of more than five hundred dollars for the purpose of erecting any 
public buildings or making any improvements shall be made except 
upon sealed propo.sals and to the lowest responsible bidder. 



m 



(SSSO) g 20. No sectarian doctrine shall be taught or imnk-atPi 
any of the public schools of the city; but the Holy Scriptures, without j 
note or comment, may he used therein at the discretion of each teachei 

{5?S1| ti 31. Whenever it shall become necessary by the board of '^ 
education in order to raise sufficient funds for the purchase of a school 
Bite or sites, or to erect a suitable building or building-s thereon, or to 
fund any bonded indebtedness, it shall be lawful for the board of edu- 
cation of every city coming under the provisions of this act to borrow 
money, for which they are hereby authorized and empowered to i: 
bonds bearing a rate of interest not exceeding ten per cent per ann 
payable annually or semi-annually at such place as may be mentioned ^ 
upon the face of said bonds, which bonds shall be payable in not a 
than twenty years from their date; and the board of education is here-J 

by authorized and empowered to sell bonds at not less than , Pao- I 

viDBD. that no bonds shall be issued until the question shall be sulv 1 
niitted to the people, and a majority of the qualified electors who shall J 
vote on the question at an election called for that purpose shall have,* 
declared by their votes in favor of issuinfi: such bonds. • 

IS3S2) S 22. It shall be the duty of the mayor of each city govern- 1 
ed by this act, upon the request of the board of education, forthwitli to J 
call an election to be conducted in all respects as are elections for city..( 
officers in the same cities, except that the returns shall be made to the \ 
board of education for the purpose of taking the sense of such district ] 
upon the question of issuing such bonds, naming in the proclai 
tion of such election tl^e amount of bonds asked for. and the purpose I 
for which the are to be issued. 



|SaS3) S 23. The bonds, the issuance of which is provided forii 
foregoing section, shall be signed by the president, atte.sted by the 
clerk, and countersig'ned by the treasurer of the board of education; , 
and said bonds shall specify the rate of interest and the time when. J 
principal and interest shall be paid, and each bond so issued shall be 2 
for a sum of not less than fifty dollars. 

(S854) g 24. The board of education, at the time of its annua] levy ~ 
of taxes for the support of schools, as hereinbefore provided sha'l also . 
levy a sufficient amount to pay the interest as the si 
bonds issued under the provisions of this article, and alsc 
sinking fund for the redemption of said bonds which it shall levy and 
collect in addition to the rate per cent authorized by the provisioi 
aforesaid for school purposes and said amount of funds when paid into 
the treasury, shall be and remain a specific fund for said purposes only 
and shall not be appropriated in any other way except as hereinafter 
provi''""' 




(5S55) Si 25. All moneys riiised for the purpose of creating- a sink- 
ing- fund for the linal redemption of all bonds issued under this article 
shall be inveated annually by the board of education in bonds of the 
Territory of Oklahoma or of the United States or the board may buy 
and cancel the bonds of the district whenever such may be purchased 
at or below par. 

(S8S6J f! 26. Whenever the interest coupons of the bonds hereinber 
fore authorized shall become due, they shall be promptly paid, on pre- 
sentation, by the treasurer out of the money in his hands collected for 
that purpose, and he shall endorse upon the face of such coupons in red 
ink the word "Paid," and the date of the payment, and sign the initials 

(S8S7J g 27. The school fund and property of such city "and terri- 
tory attached for school purposes ia hereby pledg-ed to the payment of 
the interest and principal of the bonds mentioned in this article, a« 
the same may become due. 

(5858) § 28, It shall be the duty of the clerk or the board of educa- 
tion to register in a book provided for that purpose the bonds issued 
under this article, and all warrants issued by the board, which aaid 
reg-ister shall show the number, date and amount of said bonds and to 
whom made payable. 

(5859) g 39. Kach member of the board of education and officer 
■ provided for in this article shall take and subscribe an oath or affirma- 
' tion to support the constitution of the United States, the organic act of 

the Territory of Oklahoma, and faithfully perform the duties of hia 
ce. The oath and bond of the clerk shall be filed with the treasurer, 
all other oaths and bonds shall be filed with the clerk. 

(5860) ti 30. That the board of Education shall provide for an 
enumeration of the children of school ag-e between the first and fifteenth 
day of January of each year and forward the same to the county clerk 
of the county, who shall file and use such enumeration as required bj 
law in the case of other district. 
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ARTICLE X.— SEPARATE SCHOOLS. 



2. E£ction-whe'n''iiPlil, 

3. Oouittycommissloaei 

4. Hanoer ol holdint; el 

5. Term of RCliool. 



6, Failure to comply v 
1. AECTlevefl persniis 



(5862) g 1. Separate schools for the education of white and colored 
children maj be established in the Territory as follows a.nd in no 
other way. 

(5863) S 2. In each county where the election is held for the elec- 
tion of district school officers, there shall be held an election where all 
persons, who are qualified school electors, uiav vote for or against the 
maintenance of separate schools for white and colored children in said 
county. If a majority of the votes cast at said election be against the 
establishment of separate schools in said county, then the white and 
colored children shall attend the same school in such county; but if a 
majority of the votes cast be in favor of the establishment of separate 
schools for white and colored children, then there shall be established 
such separate schools for white and colored children as hereinafter 
provided. 

(586+) § 3. In all counties in which the electors have voted to es- 
tablish separate schools for white and colored children, the board of 
county commissioners shall annually levy a tax on all taxable property 
in said county sufRcient to maintain such separate schools, and 
said taxes shall be collected in the same manner as other taxes are 
collected. 



-15865} § 4. Said electio 
general election laws. 



II he held as othei 



md under 



tab li shed as provided in 
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(5866) i 5. When separate schools an 
this act the term of school shall he the 
shall be provided with equal school facilit 

(5867) g 6. Any failure to comply with any and all provisii 
this act shall render such act of establishing- separate schools 
and immediately all the children of school age in such o 
shall be admitted to the school or 'schools of their respi 
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(5868) % 7. Any person aggrieved by any action on the part of a 
district school board, or board of county commissioners, in failing to ' 
comply with the provisions of this act, may have his remedy by e 
of mandamus against such district school board or board of county 
commissioners in any court having jurisdiction and such action may 
be brought in the name of the party aggrieved or his or her parent* or 
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ARTICLE XI.— SEPARATE SCHOOLS. 



Section. 

District fo 

ladlltl. 

lor child □( ons eoktr lo Air- 

tend oebool for [of] different eoItH'. 
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Sec, 1. Whenever there shall be as many as eight colored child- 

in any school district in the Territory of Oklahoma, there shall be 

district formed for the education of colored children in the same 

and upon the same application as other school districts are 

formed, and they shall hold their annual school meetingsand elections, 

idelect their own school officers in the same manner as other school 

leetings and elections are held. 

Skc. 2. When pro-rating the school money among the various dis- 
tricts of hia county, it shall be the duty of th; coaotysupcrinteodent of 
public instruction to include the colored districts and apportion the 

2 among all the districts, both white and colored, according to the 

ber of children of school age. 

Sec. 3. In any district where the colored children are in the ma- 
y and there are as many as eig^t white children of school age, the 
whites of said district shall organize a white school district in the same 
iner as provided for the formation of colored districts. 

Sec. ■!. When taxes are levied and collected for the support of 

ihools of the district, the taxes so collected shall be pro-rated between 

hools of the district according to the numberof children of school 



age 

Sec. S. If there be as many as eight children of different race, in 
any four or leas number of adjoining districts, the county superiaten- 
dent shall organiee one colored or white school district, as the case may 
be, covering the territory of the districts so formed. 

Sec. 6. In caseo£ the formation of adistrict from the territory of 
a numberof districts, as provided in Section 5, of this act, the local 
school tax levied and collected in the original districts shall be pro- 
rated in accordance with the number of children belonging to the orig- 
inal district, and the number of children going from the territory of 
said original district to the new district. 

Sec. 7. In case there is not a number of white or colored children, 
as the case may be. in any district or adjoining districts to orgaaiaie a 
d ist ri ct, the nt he amount of money going to such children shall bereserved 
in the treasury for the use and benefit of such children, when there shall 



bv a district formed for them, or the same may be traoaferred to any 
other district in this Territory which said children may attend. The 
board of school directors of the district, upon proper showing, may draw 
their warrant in favor of the district which said children have attend- 
ed. 

SBC. 8. When separate schools are established as provided in this 
act, the term of school shall be the same in each school y^ar and shall 
b« provided with equal school facilities : Phovidbd, That where school 
boards have provided separate school buildings and teachers for the 
education of colored children in their respective districts, where no 
special school has been established as now provided by law, said 
school boards shall have the ri^^ht to maintain said separate school until 
said separate schools have been established as provided in this act. 

Sec. 9. It shall hereafter be unlawful for any white child to attend 
a colored school or for a colored child to attend a white school, and any 
person or resident member of such school district shall have the rig-ht 
to commence and litig-ate an action in his own name and upon behalf 
of himself, to compel such district school board or board of county com- 
missioners or the county superintendent of public instruction to com- 
ply with the provisions of this act, and shall have his remedy against 
said board by writ of mandamus in any court having jurisdiction, and 
any such member or resident of such school district, shall have the 
right by writ of injunction commenced in his own name and upon his 
own behalf to restrain any person or persons, district, city or town 
school board, board of county commissioners, or county superintendent 
ot public instruction from violating any of the provisions of this act. 

Section 10, article 8, of chapter 73, of the statutes of 1893, and all 
laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this act are 
hereby repealed. 



Note : — This law has been declared invalid by Associate Justice 
Keaton of the Supreme court of Oklahoma. His opinion in part is as 
follows: "A statute must be capable of con^t^uction and interpreta- 
tion, otherwise it will be inoperative and void " • If it is im- 
possible to solve the doubt or dispel the obscurity found in the statute, 
it is inoperative and void. * Whether a statute be a public or pri- 
vate one, if the terms in which it is couched be so vague as to convey 
no definite meaning to those whose duty it is to ezecnte it. it is neces- 
sarily inoperative and void. The law must remain as it was, unless 
that which professes to change it be itself intelligible." 

The Territorial Superintendent of Public Instruction advises that 
no effort be made to comply with this law unless the decision here stated 
is reversed by ahigher court. Undei^this ruling the old separate school 
law remains in force. 
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ARTICLE Xn— TEACHERS AND CERTIFICATES. 

HlCTIOK. IllHmilli. 

1. Board at county eiaminers. 

1. Etiunlaatluns of ippUcuits to I 



A. Certlflcac«9 ot tbe Eecoad erude. 

(5814) i: ]. In each county there shall be a board of c 
ners compose* of the County Superintendent, who shall be es-officio 

chairman of the board, and two competent persons, holders of first 
grade certificates, or of Territorial certificates, or of diplomas from 
some state university, state normal, or state agricultural college, who 
shall be appointed by the county commissioners on the nomination of 
the County Superintendent, and shall serve from the time of their re- 
spective appointments until their successors are appointed, and each of 
whom shall receive for his services the sum of three dollars per day, not 
to exceed three days in any one quarter of the year. 

(5815) ^ 3. The board, two of whom shall constitute a quorum, 
shall, on the last Fridaj and Saturday of January, October, April and 
at the close of the county normal institute, only at such places as may 
be designated by the chairman, (who shall give ten days' notice of ei- 
amination) publicly examine all persons proposing to teach in the pub- 
lic schools of the county as to their competency to teach the branches 
prescribed by law, and such board of examiners shall issue certificates 
as hereinfter provided, to all such applicants as shall pass the required 
examination and satisfy the board as to their good moral character and 
theirability to teach and frovern schools successfully. 

(5815) S 3. Certificates issued by county board shall be of tiirec 
grades', first, second aJid third, and shall continue in force respectively 
three years, two years and one year. 

(5817) g 4. lAs amended, 1897]. Certificates of the first grade shall 
certify that the person to whom issued is proficient in and fully qual' 
ified to teach orthography, reading, writing, English grammar, compo- 
sition, geography, arithmetic, United States history, book-keeping, 
physiology and hygiene, the theory and practice of teaching, civil gov- 
ernment, elements of natnral phylosophy; and shall not be issued to per- 
sons under twenty years of age, nor to such as have not taught a 
fully twelve school months: Pkovidhd, That no person who i 
a first grade certificate shall make a general average of less than 
ninety per cent., and in no case shall a person receive a certificate of 
the first grade who shall fall below seventy per cent, in any one 
branch. 

(5818) ^ 5. [As amended, 1897} Certificates of the second grade nr 



be issued to persons 



not less than 



ighte 



n years of age, who shall fully 



I 



satisfy the board as to their ability to teach all the branches p 
for first grade certificates, except book-keeping and the elements of 
natural philosophy, and who have taught successfully three school 
months: Providbd, That no person who receives a second grade cer- 
tificate shall make a general average of less than eighty per cent., and 
in no case shall a person receive a certificate of the second grade who 
falls below sixty per cent, in any one branch. 

(5819) § 6. [As amended, 1897.] Certificates of the third grade 
shall certifiy that the person to whom issued is not under sixteen 
years of age and is proficient in and fully qualified to teach all the 
branches prescribed for a second grade certficate except civil govern- 
ment, and made an average of not less than seventy per cent., and not 
below fifty per cent, in anv one branch, and nu third grade certifi- 
cate shall be issued more than twice the same person. 

(5820) g 7. No certificate shall be of force except in the county in 
which it ia issued: Pkoyided, That the County Superintendent may en- 
dorse unexpired first grade certificates issued in other counties on pay- 
ment of the fee of one dollar, which certificate shall thereby be valid 
jn the county in which said indorsement is made for the unexpired 
term of the certificate. A certificate issued under this act may be re- 
voked by the board of eiamiuers on the ground of immorality or for 
any other cause that would have justified the withholding thereof when 
the same was granted. 

(5821) § 8. [As amended, 1897.J The County Superintendent upon 
request made in writing by any district board, and after satisfying 

' himself by examination of the ability or proficiency of the applicant, 
may grant a temporary certificate in case of necessity, valid only in 
the designated district, and valid only until the next regular examin- 
ation by the county board of eiaminera. Provided, That no such 
temporary certificate shall be granted to any applicant who has failed 
in examination at any regular meeting of the board, nor shall such 
certificate be granted twice to the same person: Provided fuhtheh, 
That the County Superintendent shall not be compelled to charge for 
the iaanance of temporary certificates. 



(5822) § 9, No certifiaate shall be issued by any county board or 
County Superintendent, except upon examination as provided in this 
act, and the County Superintendent or the county board of examiners 
who violate any of the provisions of this act by issuing a certificate ex- 
cept a^ provided in this act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
viction fined in the sum of not less than one hundred dol- 
lars nor more than five hundred dollar^. 




ARTICLE Xm.— NORMAL INSTITUTES. 



1. Conduatura aiid InitracU 
^, Kormal Institute (und. 
4 Custodian . 



a. Disbumeinenta. 
T. Union Inslltule. 



(5B69) § 1. County Superintendents of Public Instruction shall 
hold u.nnua.11y in their respective counties, for tlie term of not less than 
two weeks, a normal institute for the instruction of teachers and those 
desiring- to teach; Provided, that in sparsely settled portions of the 
Territory, two or more counties may be united in holding one normal 
institute as hereinafter provided. 

(5870) g 2. The County Superintendent of Public Instruction, with 
the advice and consent of the Territorial Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, shall determine the time and place of holding such normal in- 
stitutes and shall select a conductor and instructors for the same; Fho- 
viDKD, that no person shall be paid from the institute funds for servicea 
as conductor or instructor of said institute who shall not have received 
a certificate from the Territorial board of examiners as to his special 
qualifications for the work. 

(5871) g 3. To defray the expenses of said institute, the Countj 
Superintendent shall require the payaient of a fee of one dollar froui 
each candidate for a teacher's certificate, and the payment of one dol- 
lar registration for each person attending the normal institute. 

(5872) § 4. The fund thus created shall be designated as the "nor- 
mal institute fund," aodthe county treasurer shall be the custodian 

(5873) g 5. The County Superintendent shall, monthly and at the 
close of each institute, transmit to the county treasurer all monies re- 
ceived by him as provided in section 5871, together with the name of 
each person so contributing and the amount, and the county treasurer 
shall place alt such monies to the credit of the "normal institute fund." 

(5874) S 6- AH disbursements of the "normal institute fund" shall 
be upon the order of the County Superintendent, and no order shall be 
drawn upon said fund except for claims approved by the Superinten- 
dent, for services rendered or expenses incurred in connection with tke 
normal institute. 

(5875) § 7. Two or more counties may be united in kolding one 
normal institute, with the consent and by the directions of the Terri- 
torial Superintendent of Public Instruction : Provided, that the sc 
eral county Superintendents of the counties so uniting shall choose o 
of their number to act for them in determining the time and place of Ifor] 
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liQldiiig the normal institute, and in selecting a conductor and instruc- 
tors for the same as provided in section 5870: And, provided, That 
the person thus chosen shall draw all orders upon the normal institute 
fund as provided in section 5874: And provided : That the treasurer 
•f the county in which such normal institute shall be held shall be the 
custodian of the normal institute fund, and to whom the several County 
Superintendents of the counties thus uniting shall transmit the fees 
collected as provided in section 5873. 



ARTICLE SIV.— SCHOOL DISTRICT BONDS. 
[As amended, 1S9S.| 
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An Act Amending Article 6, Chapter 73, Statutes of Oklahoma. 1893, 
Relating' to School District boada. 

SECTION' 1. [Laws of 1895,1 That for the purpose of purchasing one 
or more school sites, erecting, purchasing' or paying for and furnishing 
one or more school houses in and for any school district in 
the Territory of Oklahoma, the board of directors of the 
same shall have Ihe power to issue the bonds of the district in an 
amount not exceeding-, with all outstanding indebtedness, four per 
cent, of its taxable property, as shown by the last assessmeilt thereof, 
and for the purpose of extending the tiuie of payment of the school dis- 
trict indebtedness, or of the bonded indebtedness of any school district. 
the board of directors shall have the power to issue the bonds of the 
district, in a sura not to exceed in amount its outstanding indebtedness, 
including bonded indebtedness: Provided, That no bonds shall be issued 
until, at an election called for that purpose, the question shall have been 
submitted to the qualilied electors of the district, and two-thirda of 
<if all the qualified electors voting at such election declared 
by their ballots in favor of issuing the same. Qualified electors 
for the purposes of this act, are hereby declared to be all persons, male 
or female, over the age of twenty-one years, who are citizens of the 
United States and have been bona fide residents for more than three 
■months next preceding sue!) school district bond election, within the 
limits of such school district: Provided, further. That no such elec- 
tion shall be ordered unless a petition, stating the purpose for which 
the bonds are to be issued, and signed by at least one-third of the 
qualified electors, as herein defined, of such school district, as shown 
by the last preceding enumeration, by the township trustee of the town- 
ship in which such school district is located, shall have been presented 
to the district hoard, praying that a vote be taken for the issuing of 
such amount of bonds as may be asked for therein: and Pho\-tdei> 
FUHTHER, That it shall be unlawful for any school district to create 
any bonded indebtedness unless there are at least eight persons between 
the age of six and twenty-one years actually residing within the limits 
thereof, as shown by a census taken by the clerk of such district, not 
Biore than three months previous to such Itond election, and by such 
clerk verified upon oath, 



—so- 
Sec. 2. Whenever such a petition so signed shall be presented to 
toe board of directors of any school district, praying that a vote be 
taken on the question of iaauing the bonds of such district, it shall be 
the duty of the district board immediately to order an election for the 
purpose of determining the question of issuing' the bonds as prayed for, 
and forthwith to give notice by posting up written or printed notices, 
signed by the clerk, in five of the most public places in the district, 
which notices shall be posted up at least ten days before such election, 
and shall state therein the object for which the election was called, the 
amount of the bonds which it is expected to issue, and the manner in 
which the question shall be voted upon; and the said election shall be 
conducted by the school district board, or in their absence by three per- 
sons chosen by the bystanders, and shall be by ballot, and the polls 
shall be opened at 2 o'clock p, m, and closed at 6 o'clock p. m. The 
ballots used at such election shall be either written or printed and 
shall contain the words, if the voter wishes to vote for the issuance of 
tbe bonds, "For the Bonds," and is [if j he wishes to vote against the 
bonds, it shall contain the words, "Against the Bonds." 



Sec. 3. The bonds herein provided for si 
nations of not less than one hundred dollars 
dred dollars each; they shall bear interest A 
;. per annum, payable semi-annually 



per 



. be issued in denomi- 
r more than five hua- 

3 the first days of Janu- 



ary and July of each year, at such place as shall be designated in 
bonds, the principal of the bonds being made payable within twenty 
years from their date. These bonds shall specify on their face the date 
of issue, amount, for what purpose and to whom issued, the time they 
run, the rate and times of payment of interest, and shall have coupons 
attached forthe interest as it becomes due, said coupons being so ar- 
ranged that the last one shall fall due at the maturity of the bonds, 
said bond[s] and coupons thereto attached, shall be signed by the 
director and countersigned by the clerk of the district; shall be regis- 
tered in the office of the Territorial Auditor, and a transcript of all the 
proceedings in the voting of such tionds shall be filed therewith. Upon 
finding that ail of the proceedings have been regular, the Territorial 
Auditor shall so certify upon each and every one of such bonds, and 
shall also certify the same to the county clerk of the county in which 
such school district is located, who shall thereupon register the said 
bonds in his office, whereupon such bonds shall be negotiable and 
transferable by delivery, and may be disposed of by the district board 
at not less than ninety-five cents on the dollar, and the proceeds of the 
same applied as provided in the petition upon which the issuance of the 
bonds was authorized. 



ring any school district bonds the board of 
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rmrd, the assessed valuation of taxable land. Fourth, the assessed 
valuation of all personal property in such district which statement shall 
be signed bv each member of the scliool board issuing the bund[a] . and 
the county clerk shall certify under the oQicial seal of his office to the 
correctness of the statement and the genuineness of the signatures at- 
tached thereto. 

Sac. s. It shall be the duty of the board of county couimissionerE 
of each county to levy, annually, upon all the taxable property in each 
district in auch county, a tax sufficient to pay the interest accruiag- 
upon the bonds issued by such district, and to provide a sinking fund 
for the fund for the final redemption of the bonds; such levy to be 
made with the annual levy of the county, and the taxes collected with 
other taxes, and when collected shall he and remain in the hands of the 
county treasurer, a specific fund for the payment of the interest upon 
such bonds and for their final payment at maturity: Pkovided, That 
moneys in the hands of the county treasurer, belonging to the sinking 
funds of the several school districts in such county, shall be invested 
by the county treasurer: First, in the bonds of the district to which 
said sinking fund belongs: Provided, such bonds can be purchased at 
a price not exceeding their market or par value. Second, in the bonds 
of the other school districts of the Territory, maturing before the bonds 
for which such fund is raised: Provided, That the same can be pui^ 
chased at a price not exceeding their market or par value. Third, j 
the bonds of the Territory of Oklahoma, or of the United States. 

Sbc. 6. If any school district whose officer, whose duty it is ui 
the provisions of this act to issue or assist in any manner the issuf 
of the bonds of any school district, shall prepare, sign or delive 
aid, counsel, or assist in preparing, signing or delivering, or t 
cause to be prepared, signed or delivered, any bond or bonds of a 
school district, at any time before such bonds are authorized by this 
act to be prepared, signed or delivered, such officer shall be guilty o; 



he money accriiingf from the 
or for any other purpose than 
[tended, he, or they, shall be 



tered with thcclerk of the county in which said district is locHted, And 
it shall be the duly of the county clerk, in presentation of any school 
[a] felony, and upon conviction shall be fined in any sum not less than 
five hundred dollars nor more than five thousand dollars, or by impris- 
onment in the penitentiary for not less than two years nor long'er than 
seven years, or by both fine and imprisonment. And if the board of 
directors of any school district, or any member thereof, shall use or 
dispose of anv school district bonds, 
sale of such bonds, in an; other 
that for which the same was created 

liable to be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars 
more than two thousand dollars, bj- indictment in any court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction, or by imprisonment in the penitentiary not more 
than two years, or both such fine and imprisonment, 

Skc. 7. On the payment of the bonds or coupons of any school 
district, the county treasurer shall immediately cancel the same and 
endorse thereon the date of payment, and shall thereupon present the 
same to the county clerk, who shall cancel said bonds or coupons on his 
reg'ister by indorsing thereon the date of payment of each, and imme- 
diately return the same to the county treasurer; and at the time of the 
settlement with the several school district treasurers of his county, the 
county treasurer shall deliver to each ttie canceled bonds and coupons 
of his dirtrict. and take a receipt therefor, and such canceled bonds and 
coupons shall be destroyed by the district treasurer in the presence of 
all the officers of the district, a complete record of their destruction 
being: made by the district clerk. On the last Saturday of July of each 
year, each and every county treasurer shall make the county clerk of 
his county a detailed report of all the bonds and coupons canceled dur- 
ing the year, and the date of payment of the same, accompanied by the 
receipts given by district treasurers thereof. 
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ARTICLE XV.— OUTSTANDING INDEBTEDNESS. 

SlCTlON. SeCTIOH. 

]- UUnJCiPHUttCd [0 UaUC bond*. ** 'nwun anrl muiinpf nf rktavmf»nt 

C. AuIUoriUes Signing bonds. 

3. Ascertainment and plmracler or In- ; 

4, OBcers tiiKo before court. in. Com ons re 



As Act to authorise the Territory of Oklahoma, counties, cities, 
nicipal corporations, the Board oi Education of any city, and scl 
districts, to issue bonds in paj'ment of outetanding warrant ind< 

Sec. 1, That the Territory of Oklahoma, every county, every : 
nicipalcorpocation, the board of education of every city and evepj" i 
school digtrift, is "hereby authorized and empowered to fund 
standing legal warrant indebtedness in the order of their registration, 
and to issue bonds for that purpose in a sum not exceeding- the amount 
of such indebtedness, and in no case to issue bonds in excess 'of four 
per cent, of the assessed valuation according- to the last preceding as- 
sessment of the municipality issuing the same. In the case of Terri- 
torial bonds, all legral warrants issued under anthprity of said Territory, 
may be funded; Provided, That the whole amount of such Territorial 
bonds so issued shall not exceed one per cent, of the a 
Territory at the last preceding annual assessmi 
THEEt, That no bonds heretofore issued and sold or signed and sealed 1 
by proper otRcers and unsold by any county, city, or other municipal | 
corporation or board of education of any city, or any school district un- I 
der this act to fund outstanding: legal warrant indebtedness, shall be i 
declared or held to be illegal by reason of the fact that some or all the. I 
warrants so funded or to be redeemed with the proceeds of the sale of 1 
such bonds, were issued subsequent to the date of the approval of said j 
Act, to-wit, March 8, 1895, but all such bonds are hereby declared to be i 
legal and binding- obligations upon said counties, cities, municipal cor- 
porations, boards of education and school districts, notwithstanding 
supposed invalidity thereof by reason of this fact that they were issued ' 
or signed and sealed by proper officers and unsold in whole or in 
part to fund warrants so issued subsequent to March 8th, IS95, and the 
issuance, sale and delivery of all bonds heretofore made is hereby legal- I 

Sec 2. Bonds issued under thisact by theTerritory shailbesigned 1 

by the governor, the secretary of the Territory and the treasurer, un- J 

der the seal of the Territory. Bonds issued by the county shall be j 

signed by the chairman of the board of county commissioners and at- j 

tested by the county clerk under the seal of the county. Bonds issued 1 

by any city, town or village shall be signed by the mayJir or president i 
of the board of trustees, and attested tiy the city town or village clert^J 



under the seal of the city, town or villag-e. Bonda issued by the board 
of education of any citv shall be sig-ned by the president of the board, 
rfnd attested by the clerk under the seal of the board. Bonds issued by 
any school district shall be sig-ned by the director, attested by the clerk 
and counteraigrned by the treasurer of the school district board. The 
coupons shall be sig-ned respectively by the governor, secretary of the 
Territory and the treasurer; chairman of the board of county commis- 
sioners and clerk of the county; mayor or president of the board of 
trustees, and cleric of the city, town or villag-e; president and clerk of 
the board of education: director, clerk and treasurer of the school dis- 
trict. Such bonds may be issued in any denomination from one hun- 
dred to one thousand dollars, and made payable at such place as may- 
be designated upon the face thereof, and shall contain a recital that 
they are issued under the provisions of this act. 



Sec. 3. The officers 
board of county 



lamed herein on the part of the Territory; the 
s of each county; the mayor, or president 
of [the] board of trustees, and council for each city, town or village; 
the boardof education for each board of education for any city; the 
director, clerk and treasurer for each school district; shall ascertain 
the outstanding- warrant indebtedness of the Territory and municipal- 
ities respectively, and deterniiiie the form of the bond to be issued un- 
der theprovisions of this act; andsaid bonds shall bear interest not to 
esceed sis per cent, per annum, payable annually or semi-annually. 
The indebtedness, for the payment of which bonds may be issued by 
thecounty, shall consist of rents, payable by the county, care of the 
poor, fuel, lights, stationery, books, furniture, salaries of officers, 
traveling expenses (where allowed by law to officers), clerk hire, ex- 
penses of the court chargeable to the county, keeping and gTiarding of 
prisoners, transporting the same, repairs, and all matters whatsoever per- 
taining to the necessary and actual operating expenses of the county, 
and in addition thereto the expenses of purchasing necessary cells or 
cages for the confinement of prisoners, not to exceed three thousand 
dollars in any one county, and for the redemption of bonds matured. 
Notice of the issuance of bonds provided for in this act shall be given 
by a notice published in one neVrspaper printed, in case of the Terri- 
tory, at the capital, in all other cases, at the county seat, stating that 
on a day to be named, the Territory or municipality will proceed before 
the district court of the county to make a showing and ask the court 
to hear and determine the amount of the outstanding legal warrant in- 
debtedness, and to sign the bonds to be issued in the payment of the 
same, and said publication shall give notice that all persons interested 
may be present at the time proof is made: stating the amount of said 
warrant indebtedness as before determined, and no bond shall be sign- 
ed by the jndge until «uch notice- sbaJl have been published for at least 
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Sec. 4. On the day named in the notice referred to in section 3, ofiil 
this act, the oflicers authorized to issue the bonds under this act shall f 
go before the district court and make proof to the satisfaction of the ] 
court of the existence, character and amount of the outstanding- legal 
warrant indebtedness of the Territory or municipality. On such proof 
being made, ftie court shaJl cause to be made upon the records of the 
court, a statement and finding to that effect, and shall then, in open 
court, proceed to sign each bond to be issued up to the amount of the 
warrant indebtedness so proven and approved, and shall thereupon de- 
liver the same to the treasurer of the Territory, county, city, town or 
village, board of education or school district issuing the same, respec- 
tively, who shall be chargeable thereon, and shall be liable on hia otB- 
cial bond for the amount of said bonds. All bonds issued under the 
provisions of this act, by the Territory, and by counties, shall be sold 
for not less than par: and no commission shall be allowed or charged 
for the sale of such bonds, so as to reduce the net proceeds of said bonds 
to a sum less than a par value thereof. All bonds issued under the pro- 
visions of this act by the other municipalities herein named shall be sold 
for not less than ninety-five per centum of their par value; and no com- 
mission shall be allowed or charged for the sale of such bonds so as to 
reduce the net proceeds to less than ninety-five per cent. The proceeds 
of such bonds shall be applied to the payment of the outstanding war- 
rant indebtedness and the interest upon the same, and for no other 
purposes. 

Sec. 5. A record shall be kept by the auditor for all Territorial 
bonds issued under this act, and by the different county clerks for the 
other bonds, showing the date, number, and amount thereof, to whom 
and on what account issued, and when the same become due, and all 
bonds issued under the provisions of this act shall be submitted to the 
auditor of the Territory and he shall register the same in his oflice and - 
shall certify to the regularity of the issue of the same on the back of each 
bond. Upon the registration of such bonds as aforesaid, the auditor shall 
certify the fact to the clerk of the municipality or district issuing the , 
bonds, whose duty it shall be to enter the same upon the proper records 
of said municipality, and the bonds themselves shall be returned to the 
treasurer of said municipality. 

Sec. 6. The bonds issued under the provisions of this act shall be 
payable at not more than thirty years from the date thereof, and 
shall be payable either : Fihst, in series running from ten to twenty 
years, or: Second, in series running from twenty to thirty years. In 
the case of the series running from ten to twenty years, the amount of 
the entire issue shall be divided into ten equal annual payments, the 
first payment to become due on the eleventh year from the date of the 
issue, and so on annually until the bonds are fully paid. In the case^ 
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of the series running from twenty to thirty years, the entire amount of 
the issue uhall be. divided into ten equal annual payments, the first 
payment tO' become due on the twenty-first year from the date of issue, 
and so on annually until the bonds are fully paid. It shall be the duty 
of the officers charged by law with levying taxes for the municipalities 
herein mentioned, to levy a sufficient amount of tax each year to pay 
the annual interest upon the bonds issued under this act, and upon all 
other bonds outstanding', and such oflicera shall levy a sufficient amount 
of tax at the proper time to pav the principal of said bonds as the same 
becomes due : Pbovided. That the Territory, any county, city, town, 
villaf,'e, the 'board of -education of any city, or any school district ifisuLng 
bonds under this act, may buy in and cancel any bonds whenever the 
same can be done'at par. 

Sec. 7. Whenever the bonds or interest coupons issued under this 
act shall becomc'due and payable, they shall, on presentation, be 
promptly paid by the proper disbursing officer out of the money in his 
hands collected'for that purpose; and he shall endorse upon the face of 
the bond or coupon paid by him, in red ink, the word. 
"Paid," and the date of payment, and sign the same, 
and at each settlement he shall turn over to the party enti- 
tled thereto the bonds and coupons so paid and cancelled, which shall 
be carefully preserved until such time as they may be ordered destroy- 
ed by the authority issuing the same. 

Sec. 8. Whenever any bonds shall become due, and there is not 
snBicient money in the treasury to pay the same, the proper officers may 
proceed to issue bonds under the provisions of this ac', and apply the 
proceeds of the sale thereof in payment of said matured bonds. The 



procedure in such 
case of. refunding- 
by any of the niun 
and delivered prioi 
funded in the sami 



all be the same as that prescribed in the 
indebtedness. Any bonds heretofore issued 
s enumerated herein which shall not be sold 
issage and approval of this act shall be re- 
provided for matured bonds. 



Bec. 9.' Any person who shall appropriate, use, aid or abet in the 
appropriation or using any of the funds mentioned in this act for any 
other purpose than as in this act provided, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in a sum 
double the amount of money so appropriated or used, and imprisoned in 
the county jail for not less than three months, nor more than one year, 
and he and his bondsmen shall also be liable in a civil action for the 
amount so appropriated or used, to be prosecuted by any bondholder, 
other party entitled thereto. 
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Sec. 10. The interest coupons provided for in this act shall, as fast 
as they become due, be receivable in payment of taxes due to the Ter- 
ritory, county, city, town, villag-e, board of education of any city or 
school district which may have issued such coupons, and shall be re- 
ceived by all collection offices the same as mbney in payment of such 
taxes. 

Sec. 11. Articles 1. 2. 3. 5 and 6, chapter 9, statutes of Oklahoma, 
1893, and all acts and parts of acts in conflict with this act are hereby 
repealed. 



ARTICLE XVI.— SCHOOL. TOWNSHIP INDEBTEDNESS. 



2. Last Macsanienl tbe b&als. 

3. aptrial levy. 

An Act providJag: for the^ymeot of debts contracted by the origmal 
school townships and reoiatning; unpaid since the organizatioa of 
the independent school districts. 

Sei:tion 1. It shall be the duty of the County Su peri ate ndent. on 
or before the first day of April, 1895. in each county in this Territory, 
to audit any outstandingr indebtedness that may have been contracted 
prior to March fourteenth, 1893, by any original township school board, 
and apportion the same to the Territory formerly comprising- said 
school township. 



^turnsof property subject to taia 
ipa shall be the basis for estimating ; 



Sec. 2. The last a 
tion within said school towi 
levy to pay said indebtednt 

Sec. 3. It shaU be the duty of the County Superintendent at the 
same time to certify to the county clerk a special levy in addition to 
the annual levy authorized by law on said property sufficient to pay 
said indebtedness, provided such special levy shall not exceed five milla 
in any one year, and the County Superintendent shall continue to cer- 
tify .such levies as aforesaid from year to year, as provided herein, un- 
til such indebtedness is fully paid. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the county clerk to extend such 
levies on the tax rolls of the county in the same manner as is provided 
for other tajt levies. 

Sec. 5. The county treasurer shall collect the itaies under such 
levy the same as other taxes and apply the funds of each school town- 
ship as fast as collected to the payment of outstanding warrants of 
such townships in the order of their registration. 

Sec, 6. Should there be any surplus funds collected the County 
Superintendent shall apportion such residue to the independent dis- 
tricts formed out of such school townships in the ratio of the last as- 
sessed valuation of the property of such indepeadenfe diatcists within, 
said Territory. 



Sec. 7. This act shall take effect from and after i1 
approval. 

Approved February 11, 1895. 



passage and 
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ARTICLE XVII.— APPORTIONMENT OF DISTRICT DEBTS. 
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Section 1. [Session Laws, 1897.] It shall be the duty of the 
County Superintendent, on or before the first day of May. 1897, in each 
county in this Territory, to audit any outstanding' indebtedness that 
may have been contracted by any school district prior to the time such 
district was changed, and apportion the same to the districts now com- 
prising' the territory of such district, taking as a basis of apportion- 
ment the assessed valuation of property included in the boundaries of 
said divided district, and he shall apportion to each of the districts 
which have acquired the territory of said divided district such portion 
of said indebtedness as the assessed valuation of the propery of that 
portion of the territory thus acquired bears to the entire assessed valu- 
ation of such divided district. 

Sec. 2. When such apportionment has been made, the County Su- 
perintendent shall have the power, and it is hereby made his duty, to 
issue orders on the county Treasurer in payment of all warrants issued 
against said divided districts, which orders shall be paid by the county 
treasurer on presentation, or as soon as he may have suflicent funds to 
the credit of such district; Provided, All such orders so drawn shall 
be paid before any other outstanding' warrant indebtedness against 
said district or districts; Providbo, That orders against such districts 
shall only be issued for the amount of indebtedness proportioned to the 
same under the provisions of this act. 

Sbc. 3. The County Superintendent shall have the power to dis- 
pose of any property which may belong' to any sucii divided districts, 
by agreement with the district board retaining the property of such 
divided district; Provided. That the funds arising' from the sale of 
such property shall be applied by the County Superintendent to the 
payment of the indebtedness of said divided district or districts. 
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ARTICLE XVIII.— PAYMENT FOR SCHOOL BUILDINGS, 
NITURE AND OTHER SUPPLIES. 

An Act providing' for the paymeot of school buildings, furniturt 

other supplies in school districts, which debts were contracterl by 
the original school district townships .under the law of 1890. 

Section 1. Any independent school district, having in its poaaes- 
sion any school building-s, seats, desks, or school supplies, contracted 
for or purchased by the orig-inal school township under the laws of 
1890, for the use of such school districts shall, when a demand is made 
by the directors of a special school district as created by the law of 
1893, within the limits of the said township or townships, levy a tax 
upon the district having; in its possession said desks and other supplies, 
to reimburse the district making such demand of its share of amount 
paid, or debt contracted for such supply. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the County Superintendent of such 
school district to ascertain the proportion due such district or districts 
of the money paid, or debt so contracted, for the purchase of said. 
school supplies, and shall certify to the clerk of the county a special 
levy, in addition to the annual levy authorized by law on said property, 
sufficient to pay said indebtedness: Provided, such levy shall not ex- 
ceed five mills in any one year; and said superintendent shall continue 
to certify such levy as aforesaid, from year to year, as provided 
herein, until such indebtedness is fully paid. 



ic. 3. It shall be the duty of the 
i rolls of the county in the ; 



unty clerk to extend the levy 
me manner as provided for 



Shc. 4. The county treasurer shall collect such levy the same as 
other taxes, and apply the funds to the several districts to which the 
same may be due, as shall be certified to his office by the county clerk, 
based UDOn said report of the County Superintendent. 

Sec. S. This act ahall take effect from and after its passage and 




Approved March S. 1895. 
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Section 1. It shall be the duty of ea.ch County Superintendent of 
Public Instruction during the months of June, July or Aujfust in. the 
jear 1897, to cause each achool house and the furniture and fixtures 
therein, located in his county, to be appraised at the actual cash value 
thereof. To make such appraisements, the County Superintendent 
shall call to hia assistance three voters in the county, not residing" in 
the district where the house to be appraised is located, and shall ad- 
minister to such appraisers an oath to appraise the school house and 
furniture and fixtures at their true value, and for that purpose the 
County Superintendent is hereby authorized to administer an oath to 
the appraisers, and the appraisers so sworn shall proceed with the Su- 
perintednent to appraise the school house and furniture and tixtures, 
and the County Superintendent shall make a record thereof. When the 
school houses and furniture and tixtures in the county have been so ap- 
praised the County Superintendent shall report to the Territorial Su- 
perintendent of Public Instruction, the value so fixed of each school 
house and furniture and fixtures, and the district in which it is looated, 
and shall keep a copy of such record in his office. It shall be the duty 
of the Territorial Superintendent to prepare a tabulated record of.the 
value of each school house, furniture and fixtures in the Territory, and 
the district in which it, is located, and to'show the agg-reg-ate value of 
them all. It shall be the duty of the County Superintednent to return 
such appraised values to the Territorial Superintendent, within a rea- 
sonable time to be fixed by the Territorial Superintendent. 

Sec. 2. When these appraisements are so returned, the Territo- 
rial Superintendent shall assess against each school district in the Ter- 
ritory, five per cent, of the appraised value of the school house and 
furniture and fixtures in that district, for each of the years, 1897 and 
1898, and shall notify the various County Superintendents of the 
amount BO assessed to each district. Thereupon the County Superin- 
tendent when apportioning the Territorial school fund, shall order the 
county treasurer to retain out of such fund live per cent, in the year 
1897, and five per cent in the year 1898, and to return the same to the 
Territorial treasurer from such school fund. The amount so assessed 
against each district shall be charged to the district from which it was 
taken, and the county treasurer shall remit such assessment to the 
Territorial treasurer on such order of the County Superintendent, and 
the same shall be kept in the Territorial treasury as a Territorial school 
house insurance firud, out of which shall be paid all damages 
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losses of school houses, furniture and fixtures, caused by storm 

Skc. 3. When any school house, furniture, or the fixtures thereCS 
are injured or destroyed by storm or by fire, it shall be the duty of the 
school board of that district to make full and careful proof of the 
amount and value of such injury or loss. The proof shall be made 
under oath before the probate judge of that county, and he shall hear 
and determine the matter as a cause on trial before him, and shall taJie 
testimony in relation thereto, and make a Unding- and fix the value and 
amount of the Ions, and he shall certify the same to the County 
Superintendent, and the County Superintendent shall for- 
ward it to the Territorial Superintendent, and he shall 
draw his warrant on the Territorial treasurer, and against the fund 
held to pay such losses, and in favor of the school districts sustain- 
ing the loss, for three-fourths of the loss so certified to him, and 
shall forward the same to the County Superintendent, and he shall 
deliver the warrant to the treasurer of that school district, and the 
same shall be used to repair the damages sustained or to rebuild the 
house destroyed as the school board of that district may deem necessary. 

Sec. 4. When any school house is rebuilt, or when any district at 
any time builds anew or greatly improves its school house, the school 
board shall report such fact to the County Superintendent and the prop- 
erty shall be appraised and reported and returned as in this act provided, 
and shall thereafter be the basis of assessments against said district. 

Sec. S. When the fund provided for in section 2, of this act, shall 
be impaired by losses paid, the Territorial Superintendent shall levy 
an assessment against each district of such per centage as will reaaon- 
ably realize sufficient to pay the losses liable to occur within one yeax 
thereafter. Such assessment and levy and payments shall be made as 
in this act provided. 

Sec. 6. The Territorial Superintendent shall have power, and he 
is hereby authorized, to make all needful rules and regulations not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this act, for carrying tliC same into 
effect. 

Sec. 7. The expenses of assessing property and making proof of 
losses shall be paid by each district as a part of its contingent ex- 
penses, and the fees allowed therefor shall be the same as provided 
for appraisements and proceedings in justice's courts. 

Skc. 8. It shall be the duty of the Territorial Superintendent to 
fully report to each Legislative Assembly, within five days after it first 
convenes, the amount of money realized, expended and on hand, losses 
incurred and paid, and the amount of each assessment made up to tha.t 
date. He shall forbid insurance to be taken on school houses in any 
' n is in this act provided. 
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Sec. 1. It shall be theduty of the terriiorialsupcrintendent of pub- 
lic instruction to ascertain, within sixty days after the passag-e of this 
act, what te:it-boolia in the variouiibranchestaug'ht in the public schools 
of the territory are in most g-eneral use in sa.id schoolH; and, havingr 
made out a list of such text-books for use in all public schools of the 
territory, shall enter into a contract or contracts, for a period of five 
years in the name of the Territory of Oklahoma, with the publishers of 
said l>ooks for the supply of said books to the public schools of the ter- 
ritory : Phovideh, Tbat the said publishers shall guarantee to supply 
the said boohs at the lowest prices at which the said books are sold any- 
where in the United States; that the prices of said books shall not be 
increased by the publishers, and that the purchasers of the same in 
the Territory ol Oklahoma shall receive the benefit of any reduction 
made in such prices any where within the United States: Also Pro- 
viDBD, That the said publishers shall execute aacl deliver to the terri- 
torial superintendent of public instruction on the execution of the con- 
tractor contracts hereinbefore provided for, a satisfactory bond in the 
sum of twenty thousand (S20,000.00), [dollars], properly secured, for the 
faithful performance of said contract or contracts. 

Skc. 2. Immediately after the completion of said contract or con- 
tracts, and the filing' of satisfactory bonds on the part of the contract- . 
ing' publishers as provided in section 1 of this act, the territorial super- 
perintendent of public instruction shall make a full statement of the 
transaction, including a complete list of the books contracted for, fuUy 
describing- each and giving- the price of each ag-reed upon, and naming- 
the publishers aRreeing-to furnish said books, together with such in- 
formation as he may deem necessary; and said superintendent shall 
transmit, by mail, a copy of said statement to each county superinten- 
dent, the secretary of each board of education and the clerk of each 
school district in the territory, and said officer shall carefully preserve 
the same. 
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